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It will be recollected that, (at the very heel of the ses- 
sion), Mr. Barry sent into the house of representatives 
gn exposition, by way of ‘‘an appeal to the people,” on 
certain affairs of the post office department. We did 
not publish this paper, because that we had not noticed 
the things to which it was a replication: but these cases 
being met by Mr. Whittlesey, in his rejoinder, we give 
them a place together. 

We give a page, or so, of matter consisting of extracts 
from the sayings and doings of the **democratic party” — 
(both the Wolfites and Muhlenbergers being of that par- 
ty) of Pennsylvania, that all persons may see what is 
going on. How gentle and lamb-like do they speak of 
each other!—how do their representations of the same 
things correspond !—how sweetly do they agree in facts! 
We know not who isto blame for the breach that has 
happened; but the developments that have been made, or 
are making, are equally disgraceful and disgusting. We 
have ‘‘followed copy” in the use of italics, &e. 

“They have,” as the Lancaster Journal says, ‘‘raised 
the devil, and it will take wiser heads and better hearts 
to lay him.” 

We insert a large ‘‘lot” of articles about rail roads 
and canals, &c. by way of a specimen of what is doing! 
itis very imperfect—being the result only of about two 
weeks gathering of scraps; but will be sufficient to shew 
the gigantic works that are contemplated or in operation. 
Verily, the ‘spirit of improvement” is abroad! Some 
of the items notice things of ‘‘mighty’ importance, and 
will change the very nature of ‘‘cireumstance and éime.”’ 
As we have before said, distances will not be measured 
by miles, but by hours and minutes. ‘‘It is ten hours to 
such 2 place, or 49 minutes to another!”? We only hope 
that we shall not overstep our capacity to do all the 
good that is desired. Great consequences will result 
from the canal to tide, on the Susquchannah—it will 
soon double the productions of its vast valley, brought to 
market; and the rail road from New York towards Lake 
Erie, (which will surely be undertaken and finally finish- 
ed), have a serious effect on the affairs of our country, 
and the relative condition of the states. 

The mayor of Baltimore has vetoed the resolution of 
the city councils which makes the rails laid down perpe- 
tual, and says— 

“It is unnecessary for me to state that a resolution declaring 
that itis improper and inexpedient at the present time to re- 
move the railways from our streets, is entirely a different matter 
from the resolution before me, which provides that they shall 
be permanent and not liable to be removed; the first being a 
mere expression that it ought not to be done under present cir- 
cumstances, and the latter being an abandonment of an impor- 


lant part of the contract under which the railways were laid in 
Our streets,’ 

He is not in favor of the removal of them at present, 
and adds— 

“I wish it to be clearly and distinctly understood that it is my 
decided opinion that the rail road tracks ought not to be re- 
moved from our streets except for the strongest and most impe- 
rative reasons, and then only in consequence of a direct deci. 
sion by the people upon the subject having been fully submit- 
led to them at an election; but if 1 am thus clear in my opinion 
that the rights reserved by the 10th section of the ordinance 
Ought not to be exercised except in the manner above stated, I 
am equally decided that they should not forever be abandoned, 
Previous to the clearest possible expression by a majority of 
our fellow citizens in favor of such an abandonment.’’ 

_The great difficulty is in this—that it leaves the ques- 
hon open to continued agitation by those interested, and, 
certainly, forbids improvements by the rail road compa- 
nies in the eastern part of the city—which it is very de- 
sirable should be made. As an instance—the very valu- 
able property which belongs to the city, called the ‘City 

lock” (a large space that has been rescued from the 
Water of the basin), must remain unoccupied, so long as 
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this state of things endures, though capable of paying 
pretty nearly the city’s debt, or its interest, if rightfully 
used! So much for the public loss—and the private in- 
terests affected are not less important: for what no one 
thought probable a short time ago, is possible to the fue 
ture—and no one will risk his money on an uncertainty. 
The outery of a ‘‘*monopoly,”’* even by those most benefit- 
ed, would accomplish nade and render investments in 
improvements insecure. 

The Chesapeake and Ohio canal company have unani- 
mously accepted the loan offered by the state of Mary- 
land, saying— 

**In conclusion, they cannot but congratulate the stockhold- 
ers and the community upon the prospects which the act of 
Maryland affords of speedily realizing the sanguine anticipa- 
tions in which they have tong indulged for the completion of 
this great work of internal improvement:”? 

So also have the stockholders of the Baltimore and 
Susquehannah rail road accepted the law, unanimously. 


ee 


Sales in the stock of the Canton company, (the pro- 
prietors of a large tract of land adjoining Baltimore), has 
been sold at Boston and New York, at from 165 to 170 
dollars per share, for about 54 paid. It is chiefly owned 
in the cities named. 

The **Baltimore Chronicle” of yesterday says—Sales 
of the stock of this company were made on Saturday 
last, in Boston, at $157, and in New York, on Wednes- 
day last, at $200 per share. 


Concerning the election in Athode Island we have the 
following— 

The Providence Journal of Saturday, whig paper, makes the 
majority of governor Francis (J.) 90; while the Newport Mer- 
cury, Jackson paper, makes it 124. 

Both papers agree that there is a whig majority of 2 in the 
house of representatives: in other words, the house consists of 
37 whigs and 35 Jackson men. In regard to the senate, the Jour- 
nal says, ‘“*we still abide by the belief that the whig senate is 
elecied.’?? The Mercury says, ‘‘the present senate are proba- 
bly re-elected by a very small majority.”? Itis doubtful whe- 
ther this question will be positively determined until the meet- 
ing of the legislature. } 

(It is suggested that the votes given to the anti-maso- 
nic candidate for governor, will prevent a choice. } 

The following rather unpalatable pill, is administered 
by a letter writer of the Boston Courier, who dates from 
Providence the 18th inst. 

‘‘Here, with every thing at our command, and with the abili- 
ty to succeed, we have suffered shame and disgrace, because 
many of our party stopped by the roadside to quarrel about ma- 
sonry, anti-masonry, anti slavery, anti brandy, gin and cold 
water, orthodoxy, heterodoxy, Fanny Wright, Beelzebub, and 
railroads. Thus we quarrelled, split and divided—the well orga- 
nized sorces of the administration marched up in the mean time 
and carried all before them. We have thus lost our senator, 
and the state beside, and thus, with tears in my eyes and 
wormwood in my gizzard, do I ‘curse and quit, the Rhode Is- 
land election for April, 1835;’ give me my hat—I want to go 
home. Yours very truly.’’ , 

[Rhode Island is not alone in such ‘‘quarrels and 
splits’—and such marchings direct to the polls. 

The **Providence Journal” of the 20th inst. 
says— 

“We have now received returns of the senatorial prox from 
most of the towns in the states, and are well satisfied that the 
whig lieut. governor, and at least seven, probably all the se- 
nate are elected, some by greater, and others by very small ma~ 
jorities.”’ 


owever 
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*Ata recent and very large meeting of the democracy of the 
Northern Liberties of Philadelphia, the following resolution 
was unanimously adopted: ; 

Resolved, That we disapprove of all monopolies and exclu- 
sive privileges, as inconsistent with the principles of justice 
and democracy—and we recommend a united effort of the de- 
mocratic party for effecting their total extinction. 

{iG-This is the cant and elang of the day. 
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And, in a subsequent paragraph the editors regard the 
election as a ‘‘fortunate triumph;’? and say that ‘‘our 
friends in the country are entitled to the profoundest gra- 
titude of the American people,” ‘‘for establishing the se- 
nate’’—as they wish that it should be; for the things 
stated shew that the whigs have a majority in both houses 
—the senate consisting of ten members. We shall see— 
Nous verrons! 

But the Providence Daily News of Tuesday, (a Jackson pa 
per) says—**We are now enabled to state with certainty, that 
the late election has resulted in the choice of gov. Francis, and 
a large portion of the Jackson senate. It will be impossible, 
we believe, to give the exact majorities received by the sena- 
tors elected until the meeting of the assembly in May. 

The heavy losses sustained at Providence and Bristol, 
is much complained of by the editors of the *‘Journal.” 

The following is the exact result of the late election 
in Connecticut: 

For governor, 





Edwards, (Jackson), - - - - 21,688 
Foot, ( whig), - - - - 19,245 
Edward’s majority, 2,240 

The legislature will stand thus: 
In the senate, (Jackson), - - - 16 
(whig), - - - 5 
In the house, (Jackson), - - - 126 
(whig), - - . 80 


The *‘tfartford Times,” with relation to the late elec- 
tion, says— 

The small bills will be supressed in a few months, for one of 
the first acts of the legislature will be to that effect. A majority 
of the members are of the true faith, and though the monopolists 
wiil resist, it will not avail them. ‘The bills are short lived, 

At the recent election in Vew York there was no op- 
position to Mr. Lawrence, as mayor of the city; and not 
much on any other account, except as to the supply of 
wholesome water, which the late boards provided for. 
This great object has been sustained—and the Croton 
river will flow into New York, at the cost of about Ave 
millions of dollars; a sum which is of no consideration 
compared with the advantages to be gained by such a 
noble proceeding. ‘The aqueduct, or pipes, will be about 
40 miles long. The glory of this work belongs to the 
late boards of aldermen and assistant aldermen. 

The votes taken in the last election was only 29,024— 
$5,124 in the last year; and, politically speaking, it ap- 

ars that each board is composed of 4 whigs and 11 
oe men. If however we leave out of the account 
the names which were on both tickets, the board of al- 
dermen will stand. Whigs 4, Jackson men 8. 

Every ward except the 9th, 10th and 13th gave a ma- 
jority for the supply of water. There were 17,330 yeas 
and 5,963 nays, in the whole city. 

The legislature of Pennsylvania adjourned on Wed- 
nesday last, afier a session of 132 days, during which 
were passed 186 bills, and 29 resolutions. 

Their most important proceedings, were— 

The incorporation of a company to make a canal connecting 
those of Pennsylvania with the great Ohio canal; and 

To make a canal from Columbia to the Maryland canal, or 
to the tide of the Susquehhannah. 

It appears that, thus far, the house of delegates of Vir- 
ginia stands—29 administration and 23 opposition. The 
same counties, last year, returned the same numbers for 
either side, with the exception of Henrico—which, if 
successfully disputed, will make the whig gain 8, and 
the administration 7—at present, it is 8 administration 
and 7 opposition. In this estimate is included, (on the 
whig side) the two members from Loudoun who, ander 
instructions, voted against Mr. Leigh last winter, and 
will, so far as it regards that matter, add 2 to the whig 
gain. Such seems to be the state of the case—at present. 

Some of the counties have been gained or lost by very 
small majorities. 

There is great difficulty in making up the returns for 
members of congress; but, contrary to original appear- 
ances, itis probable that the administration party will 
have a majority of them. 


City register’s office—Bultimore 16th April. Amoi 
of inspections in the city of Baltimore during the we 
quarter, ending the Ist inst. exclusive of those returned 
to the state, viz: 
129,128 barrels and 4,202 half barrels wheat flour. 
1,016 do. rye do. 
181 hhds. and 979 barrels corn meal. 
1,712 kegs butter. 
14,186 do. lard. 
217 barrels and 157 half barrels Balt. packed beet 


37 —s do. foreign do. do, 
2,112 do. do. do, pork, 
113. do. Balt. do. do, 


1,577 casks flax seed. Em’L. KENT, register, 


The Charleston ‘*Mercury,” the organ of the prevail. 
ing party in South Carolina, has come out broadly to 
judge White, for the presidency, as the lesser evij—j, 
the estimation of the editor; and says *‘let us improve 
the side wind that is blowing.” 

A dreadful fire happened in St. Louis in the night of 
the 6th inst. A large livery stable was consumed, toe. 
ther with fifty-one horses. Others were let loose, wi\\ 
with agony and fright, ‘‘their manes on fire, and pre. 
sented a terrifying spectacle: to relieve them from suf. 
fering, they were shot down.”’ 

The old Catholic church, which is used as a warehouse. 
was also consumed, and with it about 100 crates of queens 
ware and glass. 

The “Cincinnati Journal”? has a statement shewing 
that the Roman Catholies in the United States have sixty 
public seminaries of learning—of which 28 are, exclu 
sively, under charge of 136 ‘sisters of charity.”? Others 
under the rule of ‘‘sisters of the visitation,” the Ursu- 
lines, the nuns of St. Dominic, the ladies of the sacred 
heart, the sisters of Loretto, the Carmelites, sisters of 








} males, 


our lady of merey, &c. &e. These are chiefly for fe- 
Very many of those taught are Protestants. |) 
the amount of the schools there is nothing ‘‘alarming;” 
and if the people wi/l send their children to them, they 
have perfect liberty to do so. Let not the nuns be abused 
for their **zeal to make converts”—but, 7f any body, their 
parents and guardians, 


The Steubenville Herald says— 

We wonder if our old friend Niles knows what a flourishing 
place the town of Niles, in the Michigan territory, has become? 
If not we would advise him to inquire. We understand thai 
the name has no little influence in attracting to it a highly re- 
spectable population. 

{r-The editor is Mr. Wilson’s debtor for the kind 
expressions used concerning him—which are natural 
enough, considering that the parties bave known, aud 
firmly esteemed, one another for thirty years and up- 
wards—the period of a generation of men! He his 
heard, and with great pleasure, that the town of **Niles,” 
in Michigan territory, is in a very prosperous condilioi, 
and inhabited by a highly respected population—bvt 
must believe that his **name”’ has not much to do with 
this matter; and that it is more owing to its own happy 
location, and the spirit of enterprise that belongs to ils 
worthy inhabitants! 

**A rose by any other name would smell as sweet!”’ 

A great ‘drawing room” was held in honor of the 
British queen’s birth day—and ‘ther majesty” was dress- 
ed in English and Irish manufactures, and “her royal 
highness, the duchess of Kent,” (mother of the heir 0! 
the throne), dressed in English and Scotch. The lor! 
chancellor of Great Britain, it will be recollected, 5! 
on a woolsack. Such things, however, are beneath the 
attention of the American people! They, nobly, pref? 
foreign fabrics—even for the decorations of the pres 
dent’s house. 

John Sudam, esq. a distinguished member of the senat® 
of New York, died at Albany on the 13th April. 


It appears by the **Globe” that, from the Ist of Jan 
ary to the Ist April, the gold and silver importe 
amounted to 3,531,176, and exported to $11,170; exce* 





of imports $2,720,706. 
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The acting governor of Michigan, Mr. Stevens T. 
Mason, addressed a letter on the 2d inst. to gov. Lucas, 
of Ohio, gee | sundry things, which was delivered 
to him at Perrysburg, Ohio, where he was met, sur- 
rounded by many of his officers, civil and military; but 
regarding the letter as one of *‘menaces and threats,” he 
declined answering it. He said, however, that ‘*thus far 
the proceedings on the part of Ohio had been entirely 

acific. No military force had yet been called out, and 
that none would be unless the authority of Ohio should 
be forcibly resisted on the disputed ground; and that then 
a force would be called out, and he assured Michigan 
it should be an effectual at oh That, as to the United 
States commissioners, ‘the had no idea that any commis- 
sioners had been or would be appointed. ‘That the course 
had been resolved on by the president, upon an erroneous 
and exparte presentation of the facts; that he had written 
to the president giving a true statement of the proceed- 
ings of Olio, and he had no doubt it would induce the 
United States government to desist from any interference 
in the controversy. But that if commissioners should be 
appointed by the United States government, it would not 
alter the course of Ohio one jot or ove tittle; that they 
had not and could not have any right or authority to in- 
terfere. But if they meant to act as mediators it was ut- 
terly useless; that Ohio had determined on her course, 
and had passed a law accordingly, and that law could not 
be repealed or its operation suspended, except by the 
same power that enacted it. That it was his duty to see 
that law carried into effect, and he should regard it as an 
act of executive encroachment, on his part, to attempt to 
delay or suspend its execution.” 

And he remarked ‘‘that there was no man whose judg- 
ment he respected more than gen. Jackson’s, and for 
whose opinion he would pay more regard; but that if gen. 
Jackson’s view of this controversy differed from his, he 
could not allow it to influence him. That he owed a 
duty to Ohio which was paramount to all other conside- 
rations; that if the guardian of Michigan chose to es- 
pouse her cause, it would not alter the course of Ohio.” 

The governor will proceed in the survey—and if in- 
sisted, will resist; being prepared for it. 

The Cincinnati Gazette, says—*We apprehend Ohio 
recognises no right, in the attorney general of the U. 
States, to put forth an opinion prejudicial to her claims. 
It is an improper interference—an intermeddling which 
should not be allowed to pass without rebuke. If it is 
true, as the Detroit editor asserts, that the president and 
vice president, and all the cabinet, are against Ohio, it 
cannot be proper for them, in the present state of the 
case, to obtrude their opinions upon the public. The 
question belongs to the judiciary and not the executive. 
The latter cannot be justified in anticipating the decision 
of the former.” 

The inhabitants of the disputed territory are decided- 
ly in favor of belonging to Ohio. 

The following is an extract of a letter published in the 
Buffalo Advertiser, and dated at Monroe, (Michigan), 
April 4th: 

“Yesterday, a serious riot took place at Toledo, upon 
the disputed ground, and the rioters were arrested by 
our sheriff, by virtue of process from our Michigan 
courts; but the rioters were rescued out of the custody 
of our sheriff by the Ohio disorganizers, and they im- 
mediately went before the Ohio magistrates and plead 
guilty to the charge. ‘l'o-morrow our sheriff again 
goes there, with the posse of the county, to retake the 
prisoners and their rescuers, which will, in all probabili- 

ty, bring the military into collision on both sides. 

The Cleveland Whig says—It is believed that an U. 
8. officer passed through this place two or three days 
since, towards the scene of action; but in what capacity 
—whether as commissioner on behalf of the general go- 
yernment—a military commander, or with a commission 
in his pocket as governor of the territory, is not known. 
It is not improbable that the president will consider him- 
self bound to protect the territory, without reference to 
the merits of the main question. But we are slow to be- 
'eve that under the circumstances as they exist, he will 
authorise any hostile measures to prevent the exceution 
of the law of Ohio referred to, so long as the private 
rights of the people of the territory are not invaded. As 
1t would seem that there is no necessity for such an inva- 


sion, we shall yet hope that the matter will be compro- 
mised in a manner satisfactory and honorable to all. 

The ‘‘Pittsburgh Advocate” says— 

It seems that the commissioners appointed by the pre- 
sident to act as mediators between Michigan and Ohio 
have had an interview with governors Lucas and Mason, 
and that their mission has been unsuccessful, governor 
Lucas having refused to defer the survey of the northern 
boundary, and declaring that he would not yield one 


jot or titde to the solicitations of the commissioners. 


Some difficulties have already oceured on the border. 
We are informed says the Detroit Journal, that the she- 
viff of Monroe and some of his deputies have been arrest- 
ed in the discharge of their duties, by the authorities of 
Ohio, and carried to ‘Toledo. A good deal of excite- 
ment prevails at Monroe, and a serious conflict is appre- 
hended. 

dG We have accounts from Perrysburg, Ohio, (on the 
borders of the disputed ground), of the 14th inst. stating 
the arrest, (under very aggravating circumstances), of 
certain citizens of Toledo, by the authorities of Michi- 
gan; and that the sheriff had, with his posse of 200 men, 
again entered the town for the purpose of making arrests 
—but the effort proved unsuccessful, the persons having 
fled. 

But the **Zanesville Republican” of the 18th says— 

‘The war respecting the disputed territory between 
Ohio and Michigan is over without bloodshed. The peo- 
ple went on to elect their township officers on the 6th in- 
stant, in conformity with the laws of Ohio, without mo- 
lestation, and the commissioners are progressing with 
the survey of the line. The military movements on the 
part of Michigan have been suspended, and the dispute 
will no doubt be settled by the next session of congress.” 


The United States Gazette of Saturday says— 

While the train of cars were on the route yesterday, on the 
Camden and Amboy rail road from the city, it was discovered, 
about five miles from Bordentown, that the baggage car was on 
fire. The discovery was made by the man riding as a guard on 
the car. On stopping the train, it was found that fire was in 
the lower part of the “‘crate,’? and that several trunks were 
burning, and before it was quenched, considerable injury was 
done. On inquiry as to the cause of the fire, we learned that 
it was not probable that any had been communicated from the 
engine. One passenger on putting his trunk on board, ex- 
pressed great anxiety that it should be handled carefully, as ‘it 
contained glass.”? Itis believed that it contained some Irquid 
highly inflammable, which was brought in eontact with the 
atmospheric air by the agitation of the car, or the removal of 
the trunk from the boat. 

The greater part of the baggage was swiftly consumed, 
and also the mail from Philadelphia. The loss of baggage 
is heavy—perhaps 6 or 7,000 dollars. Many were un- 
fortunate enough not to save a change of apparel, and 
others had money and other valuables in their trunks. 
The agent of the company is said to have done all that 
could be done, under the cireumstances; but the ‘‘erate”’ 
was capsized, and fell bottom upwards, and water was 
exceedingly searce. A large quantity of jewelry nar- 
rowly escaped destruction, One lady had diamonds 
worth 3,000 dollars. 

The Bridgeport Farmer states that one of the lions 
belonging to the Zoological Institute in that city, was 
killed by a leopard which was kept in the same eage at 
Norwalk, on Saturday last. ‘The loss is less to be re- 
gretted, as the institute have several, including some 
young ones born in this country. The place of the de- 
ceased Rhinoceros (valued at 8,000 dollars) has been 
supplied. 

Raw silk, as we learn from the Burlington Free Press, 
has been produced this year in Mansfield, Conn. to the 
amount of over $60,000. The county of Windham, 
Connecticut, produces five tons of silk annually valued at 
$500,000,..and if reeled, would be worth double that 
sum. 

The Dissenters of England have gained a very consi- 
derable triumph. The bill which sir Robert Peel has 
proposed relative to Dissenters’ marriages, is one that 
fully relieves them from all chance of offence towards 
the conscientious scruples they entertain. The plan of 





the bill is to enable them to marry on going before a 
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magistrate, and there, according to certain forms, declar- 
ing that they are Dissenters from the church of England, 
and that they desire to contract marriage with each other. 
The magistrate is then to record this contract, and to 
send it properly authenticated, to the clergyman of the 
parish, who is to register it among the marriages cele- 

rated in the church. The contract thus entered into 
will be completely binding as a civil contract. 


A DELIGHTFUL CLIMATE. The Quebec Gazettee of March 
30, says ‘‘the season is still cold, and we have experienced re- 
peated snow falls within the last ten days. The snow in the 
woods is 5 feet deep, and about houses and on the roads has 
been driven sometimes 15 to 20 and even 30 feet deep. As 
soon as the milder weather commences the roads will be im- 
passable, and the rivers swell and overflow their banks.”? 


The cause of sir Edward ay age sudden resignation 
of the chancellorship of Ireland, is thus stated— 

“The countess of Haddington, the wife of the lord lieutenant, 
caused an intimation to be officially given by her chamberlain, 
that she would not receive at the vice regal court any lady who 
was not eligible to be presented at St James’. It seems that sir 
Edward Sugden applied this objection to his own lady, and im- 
mediately sent in his resignation. We regret the circumstance 
extremely. Sir Edward Sugden is a most distinguished lawyer 
—during the very short time that he satas chancellor in Ireland, 
he has acquired the confidence of every body, not only by his 
Jegal learning, but by his judicial ability, his patience, and his 
assiduity. We regret it, on account of his lady, to whom this 
hasty ebullition of feeling has attracted universal attention. 
The fact that lady Sugden had not always been the wife of sir 
Edward Sugden was known among the members of his profes- 
sion, but not to the world at large. Since she has been the wife 
of sir Edward Sugden, her ladyship has beeu exceedingly well 
spoken of, and it always has been understood that she has per- 
formed her duties as a mother, in the most exemplary manner. 
For the sake of the lady herself, therefore, we regret a hasty 
determination that must necessarily make her early unsanc- 
tioned connection with sir Edward the subject of town talk. 
Why need sir Edward have gone to the vice regal court on any 
occasion when Official business or etiquette did not absolutely 
require his presence there?—and if he had stayed away at all 
other times, the absence of his wife might have passed unno- 
ticed, or been remarked only by afew. The countess of Had- 
dington is perfectly free from blame in this matter. The rule 
which, for the sake of married life, court etiquette has establish. 
ed, she had no option, either as a woman or as the wife of her 
sovereign’s representative, but to obey. The queen would not 
have broken through the rule, and the countess of Haddington 
was therefore bound to the strictest observance of it. Sir Ed- 
ward Sugden should have considered the matter before he ac- 
cepted the office, or should not have noticed it afterwards. 
There are rumors that lord Abinger is to be the new lord chan- 
cellor of Ireland, and that sir Edward Sugden is to succeed him 
in the exchequer. Lord Abinger makes a good judge in equity, 
because when at the bar he was frequently employed in great 
equity cases; he would, therefore, well supply sir Edward Sug- 
den’s place in Ireland; sir Edward Sugden has declined all right 
to the usual retiring pension. 

Mr. O’Connell has been accused by Mr. Shaw, of 
Dublin, of eee, threatened David Murphy, if he voted 
for the knight of Kerry, (which he did) he should feel 
the consequence; the night after, M’s house was attack- 
ed and broken into. The facts were about to be investi- 
gated by parliament. 

It is stated that the pope is to visit Jreland on the 7th 
of June, ensuing. We think it is doubtful if such be the 
fact. One of the popes visited Germany in the reign of 
Joseph Il, on a particular emergency; but none have left 
Rome, or its neighborhood, since that period, we be- 
lieve, except the late pope, who was *‘translated” to Paris, 
by Napoleon. 

Madame Tallien, princess de Chimay, who was one 
of the most elegant women that ever lived—and most 
profligate of the revolution in France, is lately deceased. 


The British authorities at Sydney (New South Wales), 
have despatched a military force to New Zealand to pu- 
nish the natives, for having killed and eaten 12 men be- 
longing to a vessel wrecked on the west. 


—— 


The Nationat Cattenner and annals of the United 
States for 1835, by Peter Force, has just appeared, and is 
for sale at Messrs. E. J. Coale & Co. It is a work of 
the greatest utility, neatly got up, and copious in its de- 
tails; the very thing indeed, that we want for familiar re- 


eT 
ee 


ference. It isto the United States what Williams’ Re. 


gister is to New York—and both are as near perfection 
as—‘‘can be expected.” 
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RAIL ROADS, CANALS, &c. 
Columbia rail road—We learn from the Philadelphia Com. 
mercial List, that “the average number of cars in the train of 
the locomotives, on this road is, 38 up and 38 down, daily. [py 
one day, last week, 152,266 Ibs. of merchandise, or upwards of 
sixty siz tons, passed westward on this road. The same pape, 
also states, that during last week 15,000 bbls. of flour arrived jn 


Philadelphia by the Pennsylvania and Schuylkill canals, ang 
968 bbis. by the rail road. 


Fifly two cabin passengers sailed in the packet ship Indepen. 
dence on the 8th instant, for Liverpool. This is said to be the 
largest number of cabin passengers that ever embarked from 
New York to Liverpool, in one vessel. The whole room be- 
tween decks, from the cabin to the forward hatch-way, was fit- 


ted up Wilh state rooms, in Order to accommodate this unusual 
number, 


Pennsylvania canal—We see by the Philadelphia Commercial 
List, that on the 2d instant, 12 boats, containing upwards of 
two hundred and sixty-five tons of freight, cleared from the Fair- 
mount locks for Pittsburgh. 

By the same paper we learn that there were transported from 
Philadelphia, by the rai! road, during the week ending on Thurs. 
day last, 


Dry goods, hardware, glass and queensware... 


52,945 ibs, 
Groceries......... 6680600 608 


000 e22lJ45 66 
30 tons, 


Accuracy—It is stated in the New York American that such 
has been the aecuracy of judge Wright’ survey of a route for 
the Erie rail road, that on arriving at lake Erie, after viewing a 
line of 483 miles, the result of the levels varied from the previ- 
ously ascertained elevation of the lake, less than twelve inches, 


This gentleman was the engineer of the Erie canal, selected by 
De Witt Clinton. 


From the Baltimore Gazette, April 10O—Revenue and returns 
ofthe Baltimore and Ohio rail road, for the month of March, 
1835. 

Commodities received from the westward, and delivered in 
Baltimore, viz: 











tons. cwt. qr. lhs, 
34,410 barrels of flour, weighing...... 3,318 19 _— 
5,078 bushels meal...... eTTviTTrTTyT 113 7 1 
COIS GO. BMBencccccccccccccccce 167 5 2 i 
Live stock and provisions..... coccoce 14 15 7 
146 barrels whiskey..........seeee00- 20 18 1 2 
25 hogsheads tobacco........ TrTiyiyi 9 4 
Granite and lime......... cepeccee cece 291 3 2 
Lumber, plank, firewood, &c........ - 462 5 2 
496,755 Ibs. iron and castings......... 221 15 1 7 
58,289 do. leather.........e6. ostess 26 0 1 2l 
Miscellaneous articles..........+...- 168 8 21 
BeOcsacccscncenesesece 4,814 3 
Producing a revenue of $11,830 94. 
Commodities forwarded from Baltimore westwardly, viz: 
tons, cwt, 
4,192,272 Ibs. dry goods, groceries, furniture and com- 
modities generally, OF........05-0+ ocee eevcess ». 1,871 1 
Producing a revenue Of......ccecececeececeecee sees G4O8l 43 
Passengers conveyed, viz: ri 
4,969 passengers, &c. producing a revenue of.........$6,653 
Total revenue for March, 1835, viz: 
From tonnage—Eastwardly..........0+ $11,830 94 
Westwardly....... TT TT 4,681 43 
-— $16,512 J 
From passengers....cecececcccsecccess occcseccecas ae & 
TOA .ccccccccece oe ee oe eG 23,165 99 
Comparative revenue. 
For March, 1832........ PTTTITITITTT TTT Tih $13,706 55 
6 do. 1833........ eveces ebc6escc couse 
8 re Loncapeeocenete w+ eeee 15,043 41 
“6 du. i Penkneeee eseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 23,165 99 


Columbia, (Pa.) April 10—The business on the Susquehan- 
nah has been very brisk the past week. Arks and rafts, will 
lumber, coal, whiskey, flour, &c. have passed us in great nut 
bers, and our shore is completely lined with them. We do not 
recollect that we have ever seen a season of more life and bus!- 
ness on the river. 


Pittsburgh, mw 8—We were informed, yesterday, by 4° 
spectable merchant of this city, that goods from Philadeip!'; 


by way of the Columbia rail road and Pennsylvania canal, 4 
arrived here within 64 and 7 days after shipment, and that some 
lots, which were destined for Louisville, arrived at that place 
within three days thereafter, making only 10 days from Phile 





delphia to Louisville!!!) Comment is unnecessary. This serve 
(Advocate. 


to ehow whatcan be done. 


=<—— 


The 
recent 

seit f 
only 24 
to con! 
lake ™ 
97 mile 
147 mi 
throug 


Me. | 
satisfic 
two h 
hour! 


The 
£450,! 
city of 
gl per 
num, | 

The 
run. 
that V 
with | 
chann 
from | 
dollar 
navigi 

Aa 
Buffa! 
coal t 

Thi 
the It 
creat 


Sch 
the a 
6. 
Mare 
inst. | 
durin 





| med 


~~ SS 


i ~~ «jj 


'_— ~_—- | = 


2 


—_ > Ge 


a iow. 






NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 25, 183 





5—RAIL ROADS, CANALS, &c. 138 





ne 





The directors of the Welland canal, in Canada, say in their 
recent annual report: 


tension of the business of Charleston, that it is intended to 
augment the power employed on it greatly beyond its present 


“jt may not be generally known, that it requires a canal of | amount, by the eommercement of the ensuing fall business.— 


only 27 miles to connect the ocean with lake Ontario—28 milee 
to connect lake Ontario with lake Erie, and 92 miles to connect 


We have transcribed from the books of the office a comparative 
view of the receipts of the road for the first three months of the 


jake Michigan with [llinois river, (the summit of which is but | years 1834 and 1835. 


97 miles) requiring only artificial ship or steam navigation of 
147 miles to connect the gulfs of Mexico and St. Lawrence 
through the interior of this continent.”’ 


Mr. Stephenson the celebrated engineer, says he will not be 
satisfied until the journey from Liverpool to London is made in 
two hours, being at the rate of a hundred and four miles an 
nour! He has already travelied forty. 


The government of Cuda have obtained in London, a loan of 
£450,000, for the purpose of constructing a rail road from the 
city of Havana to the town of Gunies. ‘l'his loan was issued at 
gi per cent., the capital bearing interest at 6 per cent. per an- 
num, from the Sth of March next. 


The Susquehannah—The Owego steamboat is nearly ready to 
run. Messrs. Platt & Ely, a wealthy and respectable house of 
that village, say that they will contract and enter into bonds 
with the most ample security, to open a good and sufficient 
channel for a steam navigation, at the lowest time of waier, 
from the New York line to Wilkesbarre, for the sum of 20,000 
dollars, and that they will keep such channel open and in good 
navigable condition for five or ten years, at $5,000 a year. 

An extensive furnace and manufacturing establishment at 
Buffalo, have made arrangements to purchase 2,000 tons of 
coal to be delivered at Owego this season. 

This is a specimen of the business which the construction of 
the [thaca and Owego rail road has already been the means of 
creating. [Albany Daily Advertiser. 


Schuylkill canal—During the week ending April the 7th, 1834, 
the amount of toll received on this valuable work was $2,191 
63. During the present season the canal opened on the 17th of 
March, and the receipts of the toll for the week ending the 3d 
inst. amount to $9,722 C4, or more than FOUR TIMES as much as 
during the same period of the preceding year. 

{ Philadelphia Commercial Herald. 


Union canal—This important link in our great chain of inter- 
nal improvements, opened for the season on the 19th ult. and is 
now in excellent navigable order. The best evidence that we 
can furnish of the prosperity of this work, is to state that dur- 
ing the week ending the 31st instant, the amouut of toll receiv- 
ed Was $4,526 65. { Ibid. 


Schuylkill coal trade—The business season has commenced 
with great activity. We learn from the Miner’s Journal that 
during the week ending the 3d inst. 119 boats, laden with 5.933 
tons, cleared at Pottsville and Schuylkill Haven. From the 
Litle Schuylkill, 24 boats, carrying 952 tons. Total this sea- 
son, 171 boats, and 8,169 tons of coal. [ Ibid. 


Progress of enterprise—A steam boat is building for the New 
Haven line, which is expected to accomplish the distance be- 
tween that city and this in five hours. Such a boat starting 
from New Haven at 6 o’clock, A. M. and leaving New York at 
3P. M. on her return, would give ber passengers four hours for 
business here, and put them back where she found them—all in 
one day, without Wespassing upon their usual hours of sleep. 
Furthermore, should a rail road be coustructed from New Ha- 
ven to Worcester, passengers leaving here at 6 o’clock in the 
morning, might arrive in Boston by 6 o’clock in the afternoon 
of the same day. [N. ¥. Jour. Com. 


The first engine has been placed on the London and Green- 
Wich railway, preparatory to the Easter fair; about 30 dollars 
perday has been received for penny passengers alone by the 
foot path to Greenwich. 


The American, speaking of the Baltimore and Washington 
rail road, says—The accomplishment of this work will bring the 
two cities into a very intimate intercourse, reciprocally bene- 
ficial. The trip will no doubt be regularly performed within 
two hours, and will afford a most delightful excursion—hbun- 
dreds will daily avail of it, and ve doubt not but that the com- 
mercial, as well as social relations of both cities, will be greatly 
Promoted. Indeed the whole union has a deep interest in the 
work; and we venture to predict that the day is not distant 
When travellers leaving Washington in the morning will dine in 
Philadelphia and arrive the same evening in New York. 


(This road will be finished in the ensuing summer—but not so 
s00n as was expected, owing to the severity of the late winter. } 


The Norfolk Herald says—All is complete to the Nottoway, 
except the laying down of the iron rails, which is progressing at 
the rate of a mile a day, and the road will be ready for the pas- 
sage of cars to that river by the first of May, when 42 miles will 
have been finished. The bridge across the Nottoway is nearly 
completed. 


Charleston, S. C. April4—The increasing travel and trans- 


portation on our rail road, since the commencement of the 
present year, have exceeded the most sanguine expectations 
Of its projectors and those who have been its steady friends 
through good und evil report. The actual receipts furnish 
the best criterion of its prosperity, and such is the increasing 
business of the road—so beneficial has it been found in the ex- 


1834. 1835. 
January, $4,229. ........eeeeeeeeees-January, $13,290 
February, 8,174........+.0e008-000++February, 14,875 
March, 11,988..........ceee00eeee+ March 17,459 


$24,391... WITETITITETTTrT Teen. a 
It will be seen from the above comparison that the receipts 
for the first 3 months of the present year are nearly double what 
they were in the corresponding 3 months of the year 1834. This 
is exclusive of the amount received for carrying the mails. 
The number of passengers (exclusive of those in the compa- 
ny’s service) from the Ist of April, 1834, to the Ist of April, 1835, 
has been twenty-nine thousand two hundred and forty-eight. 

[This rail road is about 135 miles long.] 


The New York canals—The sums collected upon the several 
canals for tolls during the year ending on the first of Jan. 1835, 
are as follows, viz: 


Tolls of the Erie canal. .....sceecceeeeee eevee esSl,179,744 97 
ce 











Champlain Canal.....cceecceeeeceeeee (LIS,211 89 

66 Oswego canal..... TTT TT ery coccccce 69,168 GB 
os Cayuga and Seneca canal........ wees. 18,130 43 
66 OCRSMICME CBRE occ ccccccciccccccceses 3,378 05 
66 Crooked Lake camal........ecesceevee 1,373 40 
Weebecececcee eeereeee » ++» $1,340,106 76 


The Erie canal was finished in the fall of 1825. ‘In 1826 this 
canal was navigabie from Albany to Buffalo, and the tolls for 
that year amounted to the sum of $677,466 75, being less by 
$602,278 22, than the amount collected in 1834. The following 
statement exhibits the increase in some of the principal com- 
modities transported on the canal, comparing 1826 with 1834, 
Viz: 


1826. 1834. Increase. 
Flour, bbis.......ee0.0+. 372,144 1,157,059 784,910 
Wool, toms. .....cccecees 100 556 456 
Sawed lumber, feet......15,795,395 38,290,991 22,495,596 
Timber, C feet.....00... 150,512 } 522,637 1 372,525 
Merchandise, tons....... 23,926 70,372 46 ,386 


in 1834 the tonnage arrived at and cleared trom Albany and 
Troy, on both canals, was equal to 668,433 tons, of 2,000 pounds 
each, viz: 
Passing from tide water. 
Cleared at Albany... .......000 ee0ee+.-08,136 tons. 

66 Troy....... WEYITITITT Titty 56,472 *€ 

_ 114,608 tons. 
Passing towards tide water. 

Arrived at Albany........ bend eodeaes 316,521 tons. 
a TrOYeccccccccccscccccsscccadlsyane 8 
- 553,825 & 
Total tonnage, ascending and descending on the 


Erie and Champlain canals, in 1834,.......668,433 
Do. do. do. in 1826........337,605 * 








Increase in 8 years. ...eceeesseess 0 c6eses coe -.- 300,828 
The down freight on the canals has nearly doubled in eight 
years, and the up freight has more than trebled in the same 
time. 

The report contains a statement of the quantity and value in 
market of the various articles which have arrived at tide water, 
on both canals, in 1834. The total value is estimated at 





$13,405,022 

The value of commodities brought down the canal 
to Schenectady and over the rail road, is 545,577 
Total $13,950,599 


If to this sum is added the value of articles arriving at the 
junction of the canals and passing north, and which articles are 
not embraced in the statistical table kept at West Troy, the to- 
tal value of the products brought down the canals to tide water 
during the last season, may be estimated at more than fourteen 
millions of dollars. 

Of the aggregate value of property coming to market, wheat, 
flour and coarse grain, make up more than,.........$6,000,000 





Lumber and the products of the forest....-..++-+.00+- 2,800,000 
Butter, cheese and provisions ........eeeee eee eeeeeees 1,140,000 
ASheS..ccscccccccces 9 socese oc ccceccccens seeccceses 564,000 
Wool......... Sedscdee cecensce cacceseocese pecescedec 446,000 
Domestic spirits........ 6 deseeees Cévecsos bees bodbe . 300,000 
Tron, nails, RC... 1. eee eee eee 0 000cbess covccces notes 250,000 
TODACCO......000cecccccecscreees cccccceecccscces --+ 87,000 
Clover and grass seed....... WT TTTIT TT TTT soeees 78,000 
Flax SCC... ce sec cccccces seceeseseeseees occocccsoes GED 

$11,721,000 


The residue of the estimated value of property coming to tide 
water on the canals, is made up of cotton, woollen and other 
domestic manufactures, of a great variety of non. enumerated 
atticles. and of others which are enumerated, but for which 
enumeration we have not room at this time. 

Among the commodities coming down the Champlain canal, 





during the last season, there were 210 tons of copperas and 304 
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tons of manganese. These articles came from the state of Ver- 
mont, 
The whole amount of tonnage arriving at and passing White- 
halt on the Champlain canal, to and from tide water, during the 
last season of navigation, was as follows, viz: 
Passing Orth, .....ceeeseeccceseceeceees 21,367 tons, 
© MTR cc ccccccccdcccsccccccsscecsktéguon * 





Total ....0+ 60+0+0-198,928 66 
Deduct the above from the tonnage of both canals, as given 


in the preceding part of the report, aud it leaves the tonnage of 


the Erie canal, ascending and descending, at 469,505 tous. 


The statement marked K exhibits the amount of moneys re- 
ceived by the commissoners of the canal fund, from all sources, 
and the amount paid by them, from the first organization of the 
board in 1817, to the 30th September, 1834. The receipts from 
the various sources are as follows, viz: 

Avails of loans. .......6.6e000008+$7,672,782 24 
Premiums ON dO......cee reece eeee 223,368 76 
NE 6 06 600s cocccccccccccccccccccsDp eee On 
Vendue duty ..... see ceceecee veces ed, 193,807 61 
Salt duty......... ee @e@8@e 8 @e eee oeoe 1,872,329 63 
Steamboat tax.....ceececevescees .. 73,509 99 
Sales of lands.......ceccccseseseeee 70,582 15 
Interest on investinent of surplus... 509,854 52 
Rent of surplus water............+. 12,714 18 
Other receipts.......cseceeeseeesss 25,718 00 


——— $23,244,197 15 
The payments have been as follows, viz: 

Canal commissioners. ...........+$9,859,575 43 
Interest ........ eeeteeeee cccccccees cht Oogel 80 
Western Inland Lock Navigation Co. 152,718 52 
Notes of Myron Holley............. 17,155 41 
Miscellaneous payments............ 155,693 40 
Superintendents of canal repairs... .2,315,280 57 
Extinguishment of debt.............2,955,675 22 


a 





20,241,620 35 





Leaving a balance in the hands of the commis- 

sioners, on the 30th of September, 1834, appli- 

cable to the canal debt, of $3,002,576 30 

The merchandise passing from tide water on both canals, 
during the season of navigation in 1834, is stated to have been 
76,176 tons: there passed over the rail road 1,400 tons, making 
a total of 77,576 tons of 2,000 pounds each. Of this quantity 
7,265 tons arrived at and passed Whitehall on the northern ca- 
nal. 

The quantity of Onondaga salt sent to lake Champlain through 
the northern canal, amounted the last season to 123,337 bushels, 
being more than the average amount for the four preceding 
years. 


Trade of the lakes—The following fact, we place on record, 
for future reference, in order that it may be seen how much 
sooner lake Erie is free from ice at Cleveland, than at Buffalo. 
Cleveland is the point at which the Ohio canal enters the lake, 
and when that canal is connected with the Pennsylvania canal, 
there will be a direct communication between Cleveland and 
Philadelphia. 


The first arrival at Cleveland—The Cleveland (O.) Herald of 
the 2ist ult. says—‘‘The schooner John Q. Adams arrived at 
this port from Sandusky last evening. She reports that the na- 
vigation between the two places was unobstructed. The At- 
lantic, which she spoke on her passage down, is hourly expect- 
ed. The John Q. Adams is the first vessel which arrived this 
season. 


The engineer of the Chesapeake and Ohio canal reports the 
completion of that work to a point eight miles above Williams- 
port, so far as to open it for trade. Sixty boats had already de- 
scended the lock below Williamsport, laden with flour, coal, 
&e. 


The Baltimore Gazette says—Our readers are aware thata 
contest has been going on for some time, between John Ran- 
dall and the Chesapeake and Delaware canal company and 
others, in relation to the tight to colleet the tolls upon the ca- 
nal. Mr. Randal! having a judgment fora large amount, has 
proceeded to demand the tolls accruing from the use of the ea- 
nal. The subject has been brought before the chancellor upon 
a bill filed by John Scott, esq. of this city, one of the counsel for 
the plaintiff. We have seen an order just issued by the chan- 
cellor, sustaining the ground assumed by the counsel of Mr. 
Randall, and appointing a receiver with directions to collect the 
tolis for entering into and passing the canal from this state into 
Delaware and deposit the same with the court, while the whole 
amount to be received from the other end of the canal is to be 
collected by the company as heretofore, and to be applied by 
them to repairing the whole line of the canal. 


A rail road from Portland, in Maine, is proposed to be made to 
Quebec. Lord Alymer, the governor general of British Ame- 


rica, heartily unites in the project, and has open a correspon- 
dence with the governor of Maine. 


It is expected that 25 or 30 miles of the rail road from Rich- 
mond to the Potomac, will be completed in the present year. 


All the stock has been snbscribed to make a rail road from 





: — ; ae = 
completed, as it soon will be, persons will be carried by steam 
from the city of New York to Quebec, to wit:—from New York 
to Albany, by steamboats, from Albany via Saratoga, to White. 
hall, by the rail road—from Whitehall to St. Johns, in Cana. 
da, (down Jake Champlain) by steam boat—from St. John’s to 
Laprarie by a rail road now nearly completed—from Laprarie 
to Montreal and thence to Quebec, by steainboat! 


The journey from New York to Washington will be made in 
about 16 hours, after July next—from New York to Philade}. 
phia in six hours, from Philadelphia 10 Baltimore eight, from 
Baltimore to Washington two. 


The Philadelphia Herald says—Perhaps no single circum. 
stance has yet transpired, showing more conclusively the jm- 
portance and value of the Columbia rail road to the trade of 
our city, than the following:—On Wednesday last at five 
o’clock, A. M. a parcel of fifty-six barrels of flour from Ohio 
left Columbia on the rail road, and was delivered in Broad 
etreet, Philadelphia, the same day before 1 o’cloek, P. M., by 
two it was inspected, and before three o’clock it was sold and 


taken away by the purchaser. The flour was brought by the 
Reliance transportation line. 


Several packages of goods purchased in New York, in the af- 
ternoon Of Saturday, the first inst. by a merchant of Edgefield 
court-house,S. C. had arrived at Heken, S. C. (50 miles beyond 
Charleston) on the morning of Saturday the 8th, having re- 


mained a day in the latter city. They reached Edgefield the 
same evening. 


The Charlestown Free Press of the 16th inst. states that the 
‘flour despatched at Harper’s Ferry for Battimore by the Balti- 
more and Ohio rail road has been averaging, for some time, 
500 barrels per day. On some days the transportation has 
amounted to a thousand barrels.”’ 


The same paper observes—‘*Travelling between Baltimore 
and Harper’s Ferry bas been greatly facilitated. We can now 
start from the Ferry at five in the moruing. and dine in Balti- 
more atone. Returning, the cars arrive about one o’clock at 
the Ferry, where passengers take stage, pass through this place 
at three P. M., and arrive at Winchester the same evening.” 


The subscriptions in the city of New York to the stoek of the 
Erie rail road company continue to be made with spirit. At 
one o’clock, P. M. on the second day, they had reached one 
million eight hundred thousand dollars. 

{Only two millions are wanted, at present. } 

The N. Y. American thus speaks of the prospects of this 
road—The immense commercial importance of the direct con- 
nexion to be effected by means of the proposed road and the 
Allegany river, between the city of New York and the valley 
of the Mississippi, is but yet imperfectly realised or understood. 
Let it then be distinctly known to our merchants, that the mo- 
ment the line of the Erie rail road reaches the Allegany river 
their merchandise can be delivered on its banks from their 
warehouses in this city, within thirty sic hours! that it can 
thence descend down the safe, though rapid, current of that 
stream, in less than two days to the wharves at Pittsburgh—that 
this navigation is always available precisely at the period when 
it is most needed, to wit, in the months of March and April, 
and that the river with small expense, can be rendered naviga- 
ble throughout the whole summer and autumn. The enor- 
mous importance then of accomplishing this connexion, with 
the utmost practical despatch, must then be evident. It is the 
only mode in which New York can neutralize the gigantic ef- 
forts making by Philadelphia to deprive her of the commerce of 
the west—but when completed, will most effectually accom- 
plish that object. Pittsburgh will thence-forward cease to be 
the western emporium of Pennsylvania, and with her long line 
of sister cities and communities along the valley of the Ohio, 


will become attached, as a commercial dependency, to this 
metropolis.”? 


Baltimore and Ohio railroad—Transportation for the week 
ending the 11th April, was, viz: 





Eastwardly, 
fons. cwt, gr. |b 
8,191 barrels of flour, weighing...... a. a oe 7 
Meal, grain and provisions,............ — a: - © 
Whiskey,...... aRncitnieigild dvaicakans a, Te _ = 
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A bill has passed both branches of the legislature of [linols, 
for the construction of a canal from the IMlinois river to Lake 
Michigan. The improvement, when completed, will be 1lo 
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miles in length, and will open a direct communication betwee! 





N 


—— 


the lal 
Gulf 0! 


The 
poat, t 
lished 
arrang 
Augus 
ship, t 
plete | 
and N 
will be 
agreea 
tend p 


The 
that tl 
and P 
tions ¢ 
agreet 
gion, | 
final ¢ 
vernn 
will I 
derate 
the st 
and r 
tion V 
ed in 
arran 
road, 


Th 
Mr. 7 
Wiln 
with 
in lay 
new 
been 
line | 
ter re 
as st: 

Th 
dina 
work 
will 
time 


Ww 
Eth : 
The 
the 1 
been 
plete 
pres 

A 
they 
whe 
of v 
ed; 
the 
ed a 
cabi 
pro| 
of h 
can 
fort 
con 
ame 
ton 
ing 
nev 
&e. 
ing 

tha 
der 





rs 


[- 


> 


le 


= ~—-_ f 


Se S 





NILES’ REGISTER—APRIL 25, 1885—TRADE OF THE SUSQUEHANNAH. 135 





= — 





——— 
the lake and New Orleans, and the river St. Lawrence and the 
Guif of Mexico. The estimated cost of this work is 33,000,000. 


The New Orleans Bulletin says that a splendid new steam- 
poat, under the command of captain Pennoyer, had been estab- 
lished to run between Charleston and St. Augustine; and that 
arrangements have been made to continue the line from St: 
Augustine to Havana, to connect with the Connecticut steam 
ship, between Havana and New Orleans, thus making a com- 

lete line of communication by steam between New Orleans 
and New York. ‘The whole distance between these two places 
will be performed in eight or nine days, and will oifer a most 
agreeable and comfortable mode of travelling to those who in- 
tend proceeding to the north the approaching summer. 


The ‘Globe’? says—We are happy in being able to announce 
that the proper authorities of the states of Virginia, Maryland 
and Pennsylvania, have signified their acceptance of the por- 
tions of the Cumberland road within those states, respectively, 
agreeably to the provisions of an act of congress of the last ses- 
sion, authorising the expenditure of the sum of £346,186 for its 
fualeomplcton. ‘Thé road is thus surrendered to the state go- 
vernments, and further appropriations by the United States 
will become unnecessary. It will be kept in repair by mo- 
derate tolls, established and collected under the authority of 
the states. The above sum will put the road in complete repair, 
and render it equal to any road in our country. This informa- 
tion will be gratifying to many of our readers who are interest- 
edin the condition of that great work. We understand that 
arrangements are already making for the completion of the 
road, 


The “Delaware Journal’? says—Mr. Strickland, assisted by 
Mr. Trautwine, commenced a new survey of the route of the 
Wilmington and Susquehbannah rail road, on Thursday last, 
with a view to its iminediate location and is now daily engaged 
in laying down and staking out the route. The results of the 
new explorations are of the most gratifying character. It has 
been ascertained, that by deviating at some points, from the 
line laid down in the plot of the first survey, a shorter and bet- 
ter road will be obtained, diminishing considerably the expense, 
as stated in the first estimate. 





The engineer, describes the route as one presenting extraor- | 
dinary facilities for an almost entirely straight road. The 
work will be pushed with vigor, and the calculation is, that it 
will be completed and in operation in 15 months from this 
time. 


Williamsport, Ipril 11. Wednesday and Thursday fast, the 
Eth and 9th instant, were busy days with us on the canal. 
The water was let into the level next below Williamsport, and 
the numerous vessels which had, within the previous few days, 
been literally wedged in our basins and canal, forming as com- 
plete a bridge of boats as ever crossed the Rhine, thronged and 
pressed to the lock, eager for passage below. 

As fast as balance beam and valve key could be plied, were | 
they passed on amid the shouts of a numberof our citizens, 
who had assembled to witness the novel sight. Of the number 
of vessels which were admitted, we have not been duly inform 
ed; but our estimate, and we speak, we are sure, much within | 
the number, is from fifty to sixty. Amongst them we remark- 
eda very handsomely decorated and ‘trim built?’ craft, with a 
cabin roof of white with red hangings painted upon it, and, ap 
propriately enough, bearing the name of the lady of “the father 
of his country,” and the projector of the Chesapeake and Ohio 
canal. (Need we say, Washington?) This, the first regularly 
formed boat which has entered the canal at its head, so far as 
completed, was from Cumberland, laden with flour to the 
amount say from 350 to 400 barrels; apparently only half her 
tonnage—the owners no doubt apprehending danger from plac 
ing too heavy a burden on her, passing, as she must, through 
new work, which cannot be exempt from danger of breaches, 
&e. Be they who they may, the proprietors of the Lady Wash- 
ington deserve great credit for their enterprise, and we hope 
that this vessel may be followed by many others, similarly la- 
den and bound to the same market. 

“It was a glorious sight to see”? the numerous boats as they 
lay in the basin by night, each illuminated by a glowing coal 
fire, which cast ‘fa long level rule of light’? across the water; 
and the silence of night was not unpleasantly interrupted by 
the cries of the hoarse boatmen, as they were disturbed from 
their moorings by new arrivals, and driven to closer contact 
with their neighbors. We heard divers remonstrances boister- 
ous and uncouth against “‘scrowging,’’ to make use of the navi- 
gator’s expressive, however inelegant term. [ Banner. 


Pennsylvania improvement bill. The improvement bill, to 
Which we lately alluded as having passed the house of represen- 
latives, has been amended in the senate by striking out all ap- 
Propriations for extensions—retaining only such as were requir- 
ed to finish the work on hand—with an appropriation of 


ee to a towing path at the Dunnstown dam, on the west 
ranch, 


_The “Richmond Compiler’? says—The facilities for travel- 
Ing are now so great, that “‘time and space” are almost ‘‘anni- 
hilated.”?>) The writer of this article, a few days ago, was 
breathing the mountain air, (some of it a little pinching, by the 
Way), and in forty-eight hours had traversed a distance of 231 
miles, spending half a day in the pursuit of his business, in one 





of the cities, 


From Harper’s Ferry to Baltimore, a distance of 83 miles 
the travel by the railway, including stoppages, averages 12 
miles an hour. A portion of this route was performed at the 
rate of twenty miles an hour, and even upon the curved parts, 
at about three minutes to the mile. 

We met with a gentleman in Washington, who, 13 hours pre- 
vious, had been in Philadelphia; and he informed us that on 
the Amboy railway, the car moved at the rate of 30 miles an 
hour. Upon the completion of the rail roads between Balti- 
more and Washington, and between Fredericksburg and Rich- 
mond, a trip to New York, from this city, [RicumMonpD] will be 
but the work of 24 hours. 


The Baltimore rail road company now employ more than 
1,200 burthen cars; and the quantity of flour sent from Harper’s 
Ferry alone amounts to more than 500 barrels per day. 


The Mad river and lake Erie rail road, from Dayton to San- 
dusky, will be 150 miles long. 


The whole of the stock in the Harrisburgh. Portsmouth and 
Lancaster rail road, in Pennsylvania, has been taken. 


The Danville and Pottsville rail road, a very important one in 
Pennsylvania, has advanced from 40 dollars to 53 dollars per 
share, since the passage of the bill to incorporate a company to 
make a canal to the tide on the borders of the Susquehannah. 
it passes through an immensely rich coal country. Danville is 
located in the north-branch of the Susquehannah. 


Four companies of engineers are engaged in surveying the 
route of a rail road from New Orleans to Nasliville. 


The rail road from Lexington, Ky. to Louisville, has been 
settled—and the corporation of the latter subscribes $200,000 
to complete it: and a rail road from Frankfort to Louisville is 
going on handsomely. 


The tolls received on the Schuylkill navigation, for the week 
ending April llth, amounted to $10,896 35. 


— 0 ® Bh Bue 


TRADE OF THE SUSQUEHANNAH. 

April 9, 1835. Ata meeting of the citizens of the city and 
county of Philadelphia, held in pursuance of public notice, the 
meeting Was organized by calling general Robert Patterson to 
the chair, and appointing Rolert Toland, esq. to act as secre- 
tary. 

The following preamble and resolutions were offered by Wm 
M. Meredith, esq. and unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, Information has been received that a bill has pass- 
ed the senate of Pennsylvania, and is now before the house of 
representatives, authorising the construction of a canal from 
Columbia down the Susquehannah to the Maryland line, and 
the citizens in town meeting, believing, that if the said bill 
should pass into a law, giving a private incorporated eompany 
the power of turning the chanuel of trade from its present di- 
rection to Baltumore, it will have the most disastrous effect, as 
it regards the interest of the cominonwealth, aud more particu- 
larly so in respect to the trade and prosperity of this city and ite 
vicinity. And whereas, after upwards of eight years labor in 
constructing canals and rail roads, for the improvement of the 
state, and the expenditure of 25 millions of dojlars, in bringing 
to completion these most important works, the whole of which 
immense sums has been furnished by means of Philadelphia ca- 
pital; the cilizens had fondly anticipated that they might enjoy 
the benefits of the trade resulting from these great works; and 
now, when they are but beginning to taste the fruits of their la- 
bors, and vast expenses, they are likely to have the cup dashed 
from their lips, and the trade turned into a different channel, 
by the alarming account of the bill just passed in senate. 

A bill giving to a private company the authority to construct 
a navigable canal from Columbia to tide water in Maryland, a 
distance not exceeding 40 miles, thereby giving Baltimore a de- 
cided advantage over our Own commercial metropolis. Thus 
transferring the descending as well as ascending trade from our 
only seaport to that of an adjoining state, and deeply affecting 
the revenue of the commonwealth, by the reduction of the tolls 
and revenue expected and now actually receiving through the 
medium ofthe state canals and extensive railroads. A mea- 
sure of this kind, fraught with such injurious consequences to 
the trade, prosperity and industry of the city of Philadelphia, 
and its districts, it is hoped will not be persevered in by the le- 
gislature, but that with paternal and fostering care, they will 
arrest the progress of this bill, which, if passed, it is apprehend- 
ed, will bé most ruinous in its consequences. 

Therefore, taking into consideration the project of the said 
canal, and the deep interests involved thereby, 

Resolved, That we view with great apprehension, the effects 
of the bill now before the house of representatives, entitled ‘an 
act authorising the governor to incorporate the Susquehannah 
Navigation and Canal company,’’ we believing that the pas- 
sage of such an act, will be most detrimental to the interests of 
the state, to this city, and its vicinity. 

Resolved, That we most earnestly request Our representatives 
from the city and county, to use their utmost exertions by all 
honorable means, to prevent the passage of said bill. 

Resolved, That the citizens of Philadelphia have aiways 
viewed with satisfaction the course of their representatives in 
the legislature, in voting liberal appropriations for the improve- 
ment of the state, and which policy they still approve. Whey, 
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however, are of opinion that it would be ill advised policy to 
authorise the construction of a canal which will make our pub- 
lic works subservient to a Baltimore interest, and to the depre- 
ciation of the trade, industry and prosperity of our own city and 
its districts. 

On motion, Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing proceed- 
ings be forwarded to the honorable speaker of the house of re- 
presentatives, with a respectful request that he will Jay the 
same before the body over which he presides; and that copies 
be forwarded to our members from the city and county of Phi- 
ladeiphia, and that the same be published in the newspapers. 
By order of the meeting. ROBT. PATTERSON, chm’n. 

Attest, RospertT ‘TOLAND, secretary. 


The subject of this canal has also engaged the attention of 
the corporate authorities of Philadelphia, and the deliberations 
of the city councils resulted in the adoption of the following re- 
solutions: 

Whereas information has reached this city, that a bill for con- 
tinuing the Pennsylvania canal from Columbia to tide water by 
a company to be called the Susquehannah Navigation compa- 
ny, has passed the senate of the state. 

And whereas, the select and common councils of Philadel- 
phia believe that the passing of said bill into a law, would di- 
vert the isiernal commerce of our commonwealth froin its na- 
tive depositories, and make our public works tributary to a rival 
state, to the great injury of our citizens; 

Therefore, resolved, That the select and common councils 
most earnestly remonstrate against the enactment of the said 
law as at variance with the best interests of this state, injuri- 
ous to her own citizens and completely subversive of the prin- 
ciples on which our great public works have hitherto been pro- 
secuted. 

Resolved, That a copy of the foregoing preamble and resolu- 
tion, signed by the presidents of councils, be transmitted to the 
legislature, and that our representatives in both houses be re- 
quested to use all constitutional measures to prevent the adop- 
tion of a measure so suicidal in its character. 

On the contrary, the “Harrisburgh Intelligencer’? said— 

CANAL TO TIDE. 

A bill to incorporate a company to construct a canal twenty- 
seven miles in length, from Columbia to the Maryland canal, 
has passed through the committee of the whole in the senate. 
It is to be taken up in that body, on second reading, to-mor- 
row, and it is hoped that it will pass. It should not be delayed. 
The stock can now be immediately taken, but if delayed ano- 
ther year the money market may not be as good. Besides, 
every year’s delay will take out of the treasury of the state 
from 3 to $500,000. It is of little use to extend our canals up 
the north or west branches of the Susquehannah, unless the 
products of our valley can bear the expenses of tolls and trans- 
portation. Let this canal be made to tide, and 130 miles of 
transportation is saved. Then the state improvements above 
Duncan’s island, on the Susquehannah, more than 150 miles in 
Jength, now not yielding enough to keep them in repair, will be 
covered with coal boats. ‘This canal will bring into more ac- 
tive operation, not only all the canals upon the Susquehannah, 
but the Juniata canal. The bituminous coal upon the Juniata 
as well as the Susquehannah—the lumber of the north branch, 
nearly all of which is now excluded from our canals, will bring 
more toll than every thing else, now carried upon our public 
improvements. A vote therefore to defeat or delay this canal, 
is a vote, equivalent to taking a large sum from the treasury. 

Aud the same paper of the 14th inst. announces that the bill 
had passed the house, as it had passed the senate, by two-thirds 
—57 to 26; and on the 17th we had advices in Baltimore that 
the governor had signed the bill, and it became a law. 


The “Philadelphia Herald”? speaking of the passage of the 
law, says— 

“This measure strikes a deadly blow at the prosperity of Phi- 
ladelphia, and turns at once a large portion of the advantages to 
be derived from the extensive and cosily internal improvements 
of this state, and to which this city has contributed so liberally, 
into the lap of Baltimore. Had the legislature deaigned to pa- 
ralyse the industry and enterprise of Philadelphia, destroy her 
trade, ruin her commerce, and drive her merchants to seek that 
protection and encouragement in other states which is denied 
them in their owa, they could scarcely have adopted a measure 
that would more effectually have accomplished their purpose. 
What? after the great exertions which this city has made to 
promote the internal improvement system of the state, and the 
MILLIONS she has advanced to enable the state to carry on these 
important works, is she destined to see the whole of the bene- 
fite to be derived from these works, turned almost unsolicited, 
into the lap of a rival sister? We can scarcely believe it; we 
cannot believe that the governor will sign such a bill, though 
the legislature have been so unjust as to pass it. Philadelphians 
know well that what has beeen done to increase the trade 
of the city bas been done with labor; that New York and Balti- 
more look upon her with a jealous eye, and are active in devis- 
ing meaus by which to draw to themselves that which, if proper 
¢xeriions are made, must come here despite of all the efforts 
of her rvals to the contrary; they should also recollect that 
what we have obtained can only be retained by constant vigi- 
tance and activity. If, thinking they have no more to do, they 
fuld tacit arms in security, they will only wake from their le- 


———__=4 
thargy to behold the irreparable loss of that which they vainty 
deemed theirs forever.’’ ‘ 

From the “Baltimore Gazette”—‘*Philadelphia has gaineg 
something by the passage of this bill. She has acquired iufyy. 
mation, which perhaps, could not have been obtained im an 
other way, and which may prove of infinite service in future, 
It has taught her citizens that a portion of the state of Pennsy)- 
vania lies west of the Susquehannah, a fact which they see, 
to have lost sight of, and that the residents of that district of 
country sometimes turn their faces south instead of east. Bur 
it has done more. We are told, upon good authority, that les. 
sons of humility are sometimes serviceable, if so, they have 
gained much by the passage of this bill. It has instructed them 
that their influence is more limited than was expected, and that 
there are other cities than their own, and that nothing is lost b 


pursuing a liberal course of policy in the extension of the chan. 
nels of trade.”? 


And the ‘American of the 18th observes— 

‘Our fellow citizens in receiving the information will share 
with us the sincere gratification we enjoy in communicating jt 
to them, that the governor of Pennsylvania has affixed his sig- 
nature of approval to the bill authorising the extension of the 
state canal from its present termination at Columbia down to 
the tide water of the Chesapeake. It is, consequently, a law— 
enacted by Pennsylvania for the advantage of her own peuple, 
and at the same time fraught with incalculable benefits to Bal. 
timore. If we are on this occasion true to ourselves, and take 
care that the liberal charter which has thus been granted is in- 
bued with the life and energy which alone can give it value, 
we open to ourselves a fountain of prosperity which will conti- 


nue to flow with constantly increasing volume for abl future 
time.”’ 


The act provides for subscription to the stock of the 
vanal, through the agency of persons well known to be 
friendly to the measure, in Pennsylvania and Maryland 
—5,000 shares at 50 dollars per share, and 5 dollars pay- 
able at the time of subscription. There is no doubt that 
the stock will be swiftly taken. The law is liberal in its 
provisions. : | 

We do not see any reason for the depression of Phila- 
delphia, or exultation of Baltimore, in this matter. It is 
impossible that the beautiful, industrious and thrifty city 
of Philadelphia, can lose much, if any thing, by it—she 
must be, and always will remain, the great seat of manu- 
factures and the mechanic arts, (in which she excels) and 
command a full and free share of the business of the 
country. She has capital, and enterprise to use it, and 
all that can be desired. A friend tells us that we, in 
Baltimore, are receiving bacon from Pittsburgh, through 
her, and so sending coffee to Pittsburgh—though to the 
more south west we yet have a large trade to Wheeling, 
&ec. which, however, is seriously threatened, and will be 
lost to us without great exertions to complete the Che- 
sapeake and Ohio canal to Cumberland, and draw these 
countries nearer to us by other improvements in the 
west. Baltimore, on the other hand, wants capital and 
industry—but, in time, may acquire both; and, as the 
Susquehannah is what we call our own river (commanid- 
ing the estuary), we shall meet at Port Deposite, on 
equal terms, that part of the trade which may descend the 
canal—to proceed to Philadelphia, by the Chesapeake 
and Delaware canal, or to Baltimore, by the broad waters 
of our bay—according to circumstances and prices. And 
Philadelphia should remember that we gave our assent 
to the opening of a canal for her particular benefit—it 
such there is in the act of her legislature just passed— 
that is, surely, disadvantageous to us; but which had, 
and has received, our decided approbation and support. 
It will open to Pennsylvania a vast outlet for her /umber 
and coal, and other ponderous commodities, which will 
hardly bear transportation over the Columbia rail road, 
and so do a vast amount of good to the inhabitants of the 
country watered by the Susquehannah—much injured by 
the dams on the river to feed the canals. It is the duty 
of all parties to consult the good of the whole—the com- 
mon good, in works of internal improvement, without 
regarding whether they shall injure particular places or 
not; but, in the present case, we think, that, while the 
canal to the tide of the Susquehannah will render much 
benefit to Baltimore, it will not be felt injurious to Phi- 
ladelphia, and certainly add to the wealth of the state 
With this view that act was passed. 

—— +8 © Otero 
A GREAT WOOL FAIR. 
From the Boston Patriot. 

I notice that it is in contemplation among the growers of 

wool, to hold an annual fair for the sale of it. The suggestion 














is, | think, a good one. The pieseut mode of disposing of us 
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valuable and important staple is extremely inconvenient to all 
parties—to the farmer and the manufacturer. 

ifa fair was held annually, or perhaps still better, semi annu- 
ally—it would no doubt, be well attended, not only by the New 
England, but the Ohio and New York wool growers—and by 
jhe manufacturers Of these states. There would be an excel- 
jent assorument of qualities suitable to every kind of fabric, 
which would be very convenient to the manufacturers. The 
woul growers too, would have an Opportunity of ascertaining 
the comparative value of eack kind of wool, and thus decide 
correctly, as to which sort would be most worthy his attention. 

Those farmers who by their intelligence and care, bring for- 
ward the best fleeces, would have a greater advantage over 
those who have less skill and industry, than they now enjoy 
from the mode of disposing of their produce, and the effect of 
this would be to stimulate our farmers to greater exertions in 
this branch of agriculture—the want of which is probably the 
only cause Why wool of middling and inferior qualities is not 
produced cheaper in the cheap, fertile and-wntazed lands of this 
country, than on the dear, worn out and heavily taxed lands of 
the old world. 

Further, the assemblage of a large body of intelligent and en- 
terprising farmers, manufacturers and merchants dealing in 
wool, could not fail of disseminating many useful facts us to 
qualities of this staple—the best modes of producing it—the 
consumption and the improvements which are going on in this 
country and in Europe in the production of this grand staple, 
and in the manufacture of it. The manufacture of cottons, save 
the finer sorts, which depend mainty for their cost on manual 
labor, is already established on a sure foundation—not likely to 
be much affected by any future legislation. Not so with the 
manufacture of woollens, which must decline when the coin- 
promise act goes into full operation, unless by an improvement 
in the management of sheep, the raw material can be afforded 
by the farmers, lower than it has been for some years. The 
wool growers, thus far, have been the only gainers by the pro- 
tecting system, bul they must be aware that their staple cannot 
be sustained to its present height, unless those who manufac- 
ture it get a fair remunerating price for their goods—which, as 
we apprehend they have not generally obtained for the last ten 
years, though in some few instances, and on particular fabrics, 
reasonable and perhaps high profits, have been gained. 

There is one alteration which might be made in our present 
tariff of duties that would be extremely beneficial to the manu- 
facturers, Without injuring the wool growers, viz: the admis- 
sion of wool free of duty, costing abroad, under 12 or 15 cents 
the Ib. instead of 8 cents, the existing maximum cost of free 
wool, This would aid many branches of manufacture without 
lessening the demand for the home raised wool, inasmuch as 
wo such qualities as this alteration would admit, are or can be 
raised by our farmers. On the other hand, the admission of 
wore of the low foreign wools, would extend the consumption 
of middling sorts of American wool, which are used in combi- 
nation With courser foreign—inasmuch as certain branches of 
manufacturing, depending on foreign wools now excluded by 
extreme duties—would be created or extended, 

The manufacture of woollens is of a much older date than 
thatof cottons, and there is no reason, save a want of more 
skilland economy in their fabrication—and a reduction in the 
cost of the raw material—which can be and must be effected by 
the wool growers, without diminishing theic profits—I say there 
is no obstacle which may not be overcome, to as great success 
in this braneh of industry as in the manufacture of cottons, 
which for cheapness, we are excelled only by Great Britain, 
and, for extent, only that country and France. Indeed, when 
we compare our population with that of France, the contrast in 
our favor is striking. France and Switzerland, with a popula- 
tion of about 35,000,000, imports somewhat less than 300,000 
bales of cotton of perhaps an average weight of 300 1b. Wecon- 
sume about 230 or 240,000 bales of about 350 to 375 average 
weight. 

New England and some of the most populous parts of the 
middle states have as great capacities for the manufacture of 
cotton and wool as England and France, and before the close of 
this century, if we avail ourselves of all our advantages, we 
shall probably produce a larger amount of silk, cottons and 
Woollens than either of these nations. ‘T'o do this however, we 
must have the leading materials as cheap as other nations. Of 
cotton we are sure of this advantage the material price, name- 
ly, cost of production, being less than in any part of the world. 

Ve can, too, raise wool cheaper than in England, if our farm- 
ers will only exert themselves, and as one mode of accomplish- 
ing that object, L join in advocating the plan suggested by the 
Wool growers—of a public fair. 

I would also venture to suggest that the first one be held at 

Voreester, so easily and cheaply approached by the rail road, 
and at the same time the centre of the woollen manufactories. 
If that is found by experience to be a convenient place, one 
might perhaps be held in that place, and the second: semi-an- 
Hbual one at some town on the Connecticut river. 

A FRIEND TO THE GROWERS AND 
MANUFACTURERS OF WooOL. 
MEETING OF WOOL GROWERS. 
Ata meeting of the wool growers of the county of Franklin, 
according to previous notice, at Merrill’s tavern, major David 
Jenison, jr. was called to the chair, and Urbane Hitchcock, was 
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The following persons were appointed a corresponding com- 
mittee for the county: 

Rev. Joseph Field, of Charlement; Urbane Hitehcock, Haw- 
ley; col. Abel Williams, Ashfield; major David Denison, Cole- 
rain; Jedediah Barreu, Rowe; P. L. Cushman, Bernardston; 
Hatsell Purple, Gill; col. Ansel Phelps, Greenfield, George T. 
Davis, esq. Greenfield; Samuel Wells, esq. Greenfield; Sedg- 
wich Cooly, South Deerfield. 

Voted, That the corresponding committee be requested to as- 
certain the number of fleeces raised for market in their respec- 
tive towns, and report at the adjourned meeting. 

Voted, That a letter from a correspondent in Newport, (R. I.) 
be published, together with the doings of this meeting. 

Voted, That this meeting be adjourned to meet at this place 
on the 20th day of May next, at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

DAVID DENISON, jr. chairman, 
Ursane Hircncock, clerk. 

Shelburne Falls, March 27, 1835. 


The following is the letter referred to in the above vote, late- 
ly received, and addressed to a member of the corresponding 
comunittee. 


Newport, (R. I.) Dec. 13, 1834. 
Rev. Joseph Field: 

Sir; | observe by the newspapers, that a meeting of the wool 
growers was held at Shelburne Falls, to consider in what man- 
ner their interests could be beset protected against the arts of 
speculators. in that community. Such a plan is laudable, and 
will prove, if successful, not only beneficial to the producers, 
but to the manufacturers and the public at large; for unless the 
farmers can obtain a remunerating price for their exertions and 
improvements in this branch of industry, they will bestow less 
attention to it, and the trade will retrograde to the injury of all. 
Having been engaged in the business for some years in Germa- 
ny and England, and acquired an intimate knowledge of their 
inode of proceeding, [ have taken the liberty to address you, as 
one of the committee, and shall be pleased, if my remarks and 
suggestions be instrumental in any degree in promoting so de- 
sirable an object. Itis the practice in those countries to hold 
annual fairs at some place conveniently situated for the pur- 
pose, to which the farmers from miles around bring their wool 
for sale, some in sacks, others open; public weighers are ap- 
pointed to weigh the wool when sold, who certify to the cor- 
rectness of the weight, and against this certificate the seller 
gets paid. Ihave seen at Breslau wool fairs, in Silesia, fifty 
thousand hundred weights of wool exposed and all sold in three 
days. These public markets create a wholesome competition 
amongst the buyers, and emulate the farmer to renewed exer- 
tions; for it happens with very few exceptions that the best ar- 
ticle will bring the bighest price, where a number of purchasers 
are collected together. Jt is besides, a kind of yearly eonven- 
tion of the trade, and brings the grower and manufacturer in 
contact, which is very desirable, as the latter knows what kind 
of wool works best, and can point out to the farmers, especial- 
ly to those whose wool he has once used, faults and imperfec- 
tions, that we may remedy them. The celebrity of the flocks 
in many parts of Germany, is owing, in a great measure, to the 
intimate intercourse between those interested in the trade, 
whose common aim is improvement; for if the farmer do not 
produce wool of good quality in every respect, the manufactur- 
ercan never make much headway in competition with foreiga 
fabrications. I consider them as much, or indeed, more inter- 
ested, than you,in the success of your plan. The utility of 
great public markets bas been amply illustrated by the institu- 
tion of the cattle fairs at Brighton, and cannot fail, in my opi- 
nion, to have a similar good effect on this branch of national 
industry. [| see no other way of getting rid of the evil com- 
plained of, which is a erying one, than this, and am surprised 
that their adoption has never taken place in any part of this 
country. Before their institution in Germany, the producers 
were the prey of a hungry set of Jews, and were so poorly paid 
that they lost all ambition to improve their flocks; now, buyers 
from England, France, all parts of Germany, Italy, and the Ne- 
therlands, assemble at their fairs, giving the wool growers the 
benefit of an almost universal mart. ‘The system works well, 
and is advantageous to all parties except the artful speculator. 


As the trade is now carried on here, there is very little en- 
couragement to the farmer to improve his flocks, for the wool 
is not bought according to the respective value of each, but ac- 
cording to the price given for the first lot sold, and your’s and 
mine, although worth a great deal more than the one sold, 
must take the same price, or keep it, rather than suffer which 
inost farmers submit to the hardship. This case can never oc- 
cur in our open market;—there it will be estimated according 
to its own value, not by that of our neighbors, which may be 
better or worse. [shall be happy to give you any information 
I am master of, on the subject. And remain respectfully, sir, 
your ob’t serv’t, THOS. EVANS. 


PENNSYLVANIA POLITICS. 

The *‘Harrisburgh Intelligencer’? contains an account of the 
officers employed on the canals and rail roads of Pennsylvania. 
Their amount is 367 men, and their compensation $143,597 372 
perannum. The Intelligencer adds, the ‘‘soldiers are not enu- 
merated;?? and supposes that the whole of superintendence, in- 
cluding the rent of houses for the lock keepers (190 in all), is 





Chosen clerk. 


not less than $200,000 a year. 
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Ata meeting of the friends of Mr. Muhlenberg, held at Wilkes- 
barre, the following resolution was passed— 

Resolved, ‘Tat the late act passed by the congress of the U. 
States, increasing the pay of our naval officers, beyond the pay 
allowed by the despotic governments of Europe, when it is con- 
sidered that the nuinber of officers in the service is almost four 


times as great as is necessary, is destructive of the character of 


the service—a scandal upon its patriotism—an insult to the me- 
mory of our patriot fathers—a slander upon the principles of our 
government—execrable in the eyes of a free people, and ought 
to be repealed. 


The “Penneylvanian’”? enumerates fifty one ‘democratic 


journals” in the state, who are friendly to the election of Mr. 
Muhlenberg. 


Ata meeting at Bridgewater, in Beaver county, ‘“‘one of the 
orators declared that George Wolf was first nominated by in- 
trigue—that he could substantiate by positive proof, he himself 
having been on the ground—and they were justifiable now in 
chisseling him out. ‘his was responded to by one on the other 
side, who stated that he knew such to be the fact. A man, now 
a delegate, had, with two others, secured Woll’s first nomina- 
tion by trick and management, and he was now ready to act 
over the same game against him.,’’ 


And the “Beaver Argus’? says—We hear it rumored that gov. 
Wolf will shortly renounce and denounce Van Buren, and 
throw himself on the whigs for support. We know he has the 
disposition, but is afraid to make the move. George Wolf is at 
heart an enemy of Van Buren; and they are only associated to- 
gether until after the election, in order to secure the strength and 
influence of the friends of the latter in the contest for governor. 
After that time the mask will be thrown off, and the magician 
will find that even he has been outwitted and deceived by the 
politicians of Pennsylvania. Should the governor take the step 
first mentioned, he will not secure our support. We have no 
confidence in him whatever. 


The *‘Alleghany Democrat” has the following: 

‘Phe desperate and incorrigible partisans of parson Muhlen- 
berg in this city are inundating this county with lying circulars, 
and are endeavoring to obtain the siguatures of the unwary and 
incautious to printed pledges to sustain the nomination to be 
made by the farcical Lewistown convention. Even some of the 
Sour notorious delegates from Allegheny county, who preferred 
the gratification of their own selfish caprice to the full and faith- 
ful discharge of their delegated trust, have been active in dis- 
teributing these disorganizing cireulars and in soliciting signa- 
tures! When will some men learn wisdom?”’ 


We take the following paragraphs from the ‘‘Lancaster Jour- 
nal,?? a **Wolf” paper. 

Has the general post office recalled its travelling emissaries 
fromour state who have been posting from town to town, using 
every art of persuasion and making fine promises, to split the 
democratic party? 

May we be permitted to inquire of those who are in the se- 
cret, in what has the democratic party of Peunsylvania, and 
George Wolf in particular, offended that those in whom they put 
their trust, in the city of Washington, should have determined 
upon their ruin? Why have they sent evil counsellors among us? 

hy have they ordered their servanfs in Philadelphia to use 
their influence over the presses to corrupt the fountain of infor- 
mation? Why have they prostituted their official situations, to 
distract the party in the key stone state, on which the safety, the 
benor, and the democracy of the union depend? 

And adds— 

How is the breach to be heal’d?—This question is repeatedly 
and hourly asked, and by those who were most active in erect- 
ing the machinery by which it was effected. The first step, we 
conceive is, to call off the incendiaries—to put a stopper on cer- 
tain United States officers—to prevent the distribution of the 
jobs of their offices for the purpose of corrupting the press. For 
we assert, not without knowing we shall be contradicted, 
though we do not fear it, that Pennsylvania would have re- 
mained triumphantly democratic, without a split, but for the in- 
terference of certain United States officers, in Washington and 
tin Philadelphia, who kindled the fire and fanned the flame. 

Will they heal the breach?—They cannot, if they would.— 
They have raised the devil, and it will take wiser heads and better 
hearts to lay him. 


The “Pennsylvanian” says— 

A bold, designing politician had the hardihood to proclaim 
nearly twenty years ago, that *‘we are all men of principle in 
proportion to our interest.”** Though the moral sense of man- 
kind was shocked by the blood -curdling expression at the time, 
the experience and observation of the public since, has been 
such as to wear off in some degree the horror it excited. 

The recent transactions at Harrisburgh, connected with the 
sham nomination of George Wolf, would almost induce any 
man to doubt whether there was any thing like principle 
amongst politicians when their interests are at stake—but when 
the conduct of those who defend that > estilent and disorganiz 
ing act are taken into the account, we are compelled by the ir- 
resistible evidence of facts to admit, that veracity, common in- 
tegrity, individul dignity, and self respect, will all be eagerly 





*Dr. Sutherland. 


} *American Sentinel. 
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How long reluctant nature will enable this band of WOrthies 
to look the public in the face, it is impossible to say; bur if 
there is One thing or One man in the whole of it that strikes us 
With more astonishment than the rest, itis the Wolf organ in 
this ciity.* That be ever should have descended to the vile lask 
of defending such a crusade against the rights of bis fellow gjti. 
zens and fellow wen, excites our special wonder, Say What 
he will, he has no devotion to the deed, and sooner or later he 
will shrink back with horror from that chasm which is opening 
to receive them. 5 


The Pittsburgh **Advocate & Advertiser’? observes— 

The editor of the Globe is said to be in Philadelphia, whither 
he has been sent to reunite the dismembered democratic famjj 
ofthis commonwealth. The intention, we understand, at pre- 
sent, is the suspension of the claims of Muhlenberg, after the 
Lewistown convention, at which he will doubtless be ROminat- 
ed, but whose nomination it is understood, he will decline 
Judging from the tone of the “Pennsylvanian” of the last few 
days, we presume that the arrangements have been fully ma. 
tured, but we know too well the elements of Which both fac. 
tions of the party are composed, to indulge for a moment a sip. 
gle fear of its success. The esprit du corps of the party is for. 
ever destroyed, and there exists not a more irreconcilable dis. 
crepancy of opinions and policy between the anti Jackson and 
Jackson party, than now exists between the adverse factions of 
the latter. In this city, much outrage has been done to indiyj. 
dnal feelings, which ean never be forgotten through the count. 
less vicissitudes of party warfare. 

[Now it would seem from the **Pennsylvanian’? that the con- 
trary is likely to happen! In that paper of Tuesday and Wed. 
nesday last week, are twelve columnst of the names of persons 
calling a meeting to appoint delegates to attend the convention 
to be held at Lewistown, on the 6th proximo, and it says— 

“It is demonstrated to a certainty that, with the exception of 
the office holders, a few expectants, and a sprinkling of whig- 
gery, the Wolf banner is hoisted in vain in this section of the 
country. The attempt at a rally was a complete failure, and 
the disheartened bearing of the few who did obey the eall, was 
a convincing evidence that they felt it was for the last time.— 
The sham nomination will be laid quietly down, and left by the 
way side.”? 

And it has many expressions of a triumphant character, when 
speaking of the counties. } 


Speaking of the Muhlenberg meeting called above, the *Ame- 
rican Sentinel” says—‘* We learn from respectable citizens who 
were present at the disorganizers’ cily and county meeting, on 
Wednesday evening, that it was a miserable abortion—after all 
the parade of names and the druinming up that took place, the 
court room, Which will probably contain four or five hundred 
persons, Was not near filled—and the whole turned out to bea 
poor, spiritiess affair. Mr. Muhlenberg’s jig is up.’’ 

But the ‘Pennsylvanian’? remarks—‘*The meeting was, as 
we anticipated, unusually large, great numbers being unable to 
obtain access, so dense was the throng which filled the room 
and clustered about the entrances; and the determination and 
enthusiasm which animated the assemblage, loudly declared 
that it was the democracy, the disinterested bone and sinew of 
the party, who were congregated to give utterance to their feel- 
ings. The spirit which animated them spoke of energy and 
victory, and told a different tale from that uttered by a dishear- 
tened and lifeless collection of office holders who assembled in 
the state house yard on Monday last. If any of the supporters 
of the sham nomination were within hearing on Wednesday 
evening, they must have felt that the people themselves were 
up, and that the repeated and enthusiastic cheering which s90 
frequently burst forth, was a sign not to be mistaken. 

The meeting was organized by calling that veteran and un- 
flinching democrat, col. S. B. Davis, to the chair, who explain- 
ed the purposes of the call in an eloquent and impressive ad- 
dress,”? 

The following resolution was passed at the meeting above al- 
luded to: 

Resolved, That however much we may complain of the lavish 
expenditures, and profligate conduct of those persons connected 
with the formation of our canals and rail roads, causing great 
irritation of the public mind, and unnecessary taxation, yet we 
clearly perceive, and fearlessly avow that the improvements, 
upon which upwards of twenty millions of dollars have been 
expended, must, by a judicious system of completion, be ren- 
dered as available as possible, otherwise the country will suffer 
a dead loss of the millions already appropriated. 


The following relates to the letter of Mr. Buehler, which was 
inserted in our last— 

From the American Sentinel. ‘*The Pennsylvanian manifests 
a holy horror at an act of a young gentleman at Harrisburg!) 
who, irritated at the conduct of Mr. Muhlenberg’s friends, i0 
getting up second sets of delegates to the Harrisburgh conven- 
tion in a number of counties, hastily and imprudently recom- 
mended the adoption of a similar measure in Adams county: 
The suggestion was not complied with, and there the matter 
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ended—and nothing would probably have been said about it by 
ny one, had it not happened that this gentleman was connect 
ed with the governor’s family by marrage. But what right 
nave the conductors of the Pennsylvanian to complain? Had 
ihe suggestion to electa second set of delegates in Adams coun- 
ty been earried into effect, it would have been doing nothing 
more than was done by the leading friends of Mr. Muhlenberg 
in Philadelphia, and in various other places. It has been pub. 
licly charged, and has never been contradicted, that the expen- 
«ea of the THIRD set Of delegates from Lancaster county were 
paid at Harrisburgh by a lawyer from Reading; and no man in 
ihis community doubts, that the same course was pursued in 
relation to some of the sham delegates from a quarter nearer 
home. The difference in the two cases is, that in reference to 
the friend of governor Wolf, it was a mere recommendation, 
which resulted in nothing, and was produced by the course of 
Mr. Muhlenberg’s friends, who, in pursuance of a plan regularly 
matured, had actually succeeded in sending second sets of de- 
jegates from a number of counties, for the express purpose of 
preventing a fair expres-ion of the voice of the people. Let the 
friends of Mr. Muhlenberg first take the beam out of their own 
ves,?? 

. From the Pennsylvanian. The Sentinel endeavors to smooth 
over the act of the executive cabal at Harrisburgh, in sending 
expresses to Adams and Schuylkill counties, with orders to the 
ofice holders to manufacture spurious delegates, by telling the 
worid that it was the act of a “‘young gentleman” at the seat of 
government. This young gentleman is Mr. Henry Buehler, 
clerk of the state senate—a man, we believe, of about thirty- 
five years of age, and scarcely entitled to plead minority, or the 
indiscretion of youth, to exculpate himeelf from the consequen- 
ces of having been connected with an attempt to betray the 
people. Whatever the Sentinel may think, we look upon a 
man with thirty-five years upon his back, as sufficiently ad- 
vanced to know right from wrong. His acts at that time of life 
are those of a man, and not the crude, undigested acts of a 
“voung gentleman.”? If the Sentinel goes on at this rate, it 
will soon tell us that the “sweet fellows” are innocent lads, 
and by no means responsible agents. 

But we pass by Mr. Henry Buehler and his spring time of life, 
inthis matter. He did no more than carry into execution the 
devices of others. Ellis Lewis, George Wolf, and the other 
constituent parts of the executive cabal, are the ‘reverend 
youths”? who committed the bovish indiscretion of conspiring 
against the people; and attempted to hire spurious delegates to 
defraud the yeomanry of Adams and Schuylkill, and through 
them, the democracy of the whole commonwealth. That the 
conspiracy failed, does not, as the Sentinel would intimate, di 
minish the heinousness of the offence, as governor Wolf and 
his advisers will soon tearn. It will be regarded by every ho- 
nest man in Pennsylvania, as an outrage demanding the most 
signal retribution, and as an exhibition of political profligacy 
which never could have heen anticipated from men occupying 
the exalted stations in which George Wolf and his advisers are 
placed. The Wolf organs, from one end of the state to the 
other, may strive, as the Sentinel has, to gloss the matter over, 
and to explain it away, but neither explanation nor denial will 
avail. The proof is before the people, and it is enough to pros 
trate any administration, were it ten times as strong as the one 
which has so rashly tried to whip the commonwealth into sub- 
mission, 


The Reading Chronicle, in speaking of the late attempts ef 
the Wolf presses to bully Mr. Muhlenberg and his friends, says: 

Some of the Wolf presses seem to harbor an opinion that the 
friends of Henry A. Muhlenberg can, by threats and violent as- 
fertions, be driven from his support. This is folly—for no man 
in the enjoyment of his reasoning powers can calenlate such an 
eventas within the range of probability. The friends of Mr. 
Muhlenberg will not desert him, neither will he desert them, 
and shonld the Lewistown convention nominate him, he will 
stand his ground immoveably. It is a farce to speak of his 
being ruined should he not succeed. Being firm in the affec- 
lions of his immediate constituents, he cannot fall. 


The reverend Mr. Muhlenberg. We understand that some of- 
fence has been taken, because when writing of the reverend 
Mr. Muhlenberg, we do not give him his title, as in duty bound, 
We ought todo. If sincere repentance for this sin can atone for 
it~and ifan humble apology can be accepted for this inadver- 
tent violation of good breeding, we proffer the one, and do most 
devonily feel the other. Oereafter, on all occasions, we shall 
endeavor to observe the rule of good breeding toward the reve- 
rend Mr. Muhlenberg, at the same time that we devoutly wish 
he was not a candidate—aspiring as he does to political power. 

Dem. Herald. 
LETTER OF WILLIAM T. BARRY, P. M. G. 

To the house of representatives ofthe United States; reviewing 
the report of the select committee of that house, appointed 
to investigate the affairs of the post office department. 

Post office department, March 2d, 1835. 

To the speaker of the house of representatives: 

It is with the deepest reluctance that the undersigned is com- 
pelled to appear before the public in his own behalf, in vindi- 
ritea” himself from aspersions alike unanticipated and unme- 

ed, 


has been so directly at variance with that sacred charter of our 

rights, the constitution of the United States, that no other al- 

ternative remains, than to seek, through the house of repre- 

sentatives, that justice which has been denied by its commit- 

tee. Had the constitutional right been eatended to him, of 
being apprised of every complaint, and of being permitted to 

respond, or to assign the reasons for what the committee have 

represented as exceptionable, it might not have been necessary 

to have taken any further notice of their proceedings. But 
many of the most important subjects of complaint were con- 

cealed from the undersigned duting the whole investigation, 

and were first made know to him by the publication of the re- 
port. The undersigned was frequent!y informed by members 
of the committee, that nothing of an unfavorable nature relat- 
ing to the administration of the department, had been, so far as 
regarded himself, developed in the investigation; and in no 
single point on which the committee have been so lavish of 
their animadversions, Was an opportunity given for explanation 
or defence. When an executive department of the govern- 
ment is thus assailed by a committee of a branch of the legisla- 
tive department, it 1s but an act of justice, due tothe execu- 
tive, to the people, and to himself, for the head of that depart- 
ment to present the facts to the public. 

The long train of reasoning upon the construction of laws— 
the legality or illegality of the practices which have always 
prevailed, which appear to bear the character of legal quibbles 
rather than of solid argument or practical utility—the com- 
plaints of ignorance, of a want of intelligence, of frugality, of 
system, of regard to public utility, are alike applicable to the 
undersigned, and to all his predecessors in office. But while 

they betray an ignorance of its practical exigencies, at least 
equal to what they affect to have discovered in others, they 
appear to manifest a strong propensity to point out imperfec- 
lions, whether real or imaginary, without the slightest disposi- 
tion to acknowledge any thing worthy of approbation, 

To follow the committee through all their remarks, would 
be unnecessary. The object of this address, it is believed, 
will be as well attained, by noticing a few of the most promi- 
nent, as furnishing the general character of the whole. 

The committee deny the lawful right on the part of the post- 
minaster general to have made any unprovement in existing con- 
tracts for the transportation of the mail prior to the passage of 
the Jaw of March 3d, 1825; and they derive all subsequent right 
to do so, from a prohibitory clause in that law, which provides 
that ‘*no additional allowance shall be made by the postmaster 
general to the contractor or carrier of any mail, on any route 
over or beyond the amount stipulated in the contract entered 
into for the transportation of the mail on such route, unless 
additional service shall be required; and then no additional 
compensation shall be allowed to exceed the exact proportion 
of the original amount to the additional duties required. ?? 

The authority given to the postmaster general to provide for 
the transportation of the mail on routes established by law, the 
mode and frequency subject to the sole discretion of the post- 
master general, which was contained in the former laws, and 
continued in the act of Mareh 3, 1825, appears to have been re- 
garded by every postmaster general, as conferring ample power 
to make such improvements as the increasing wants of the 
different sections of country should require, without waiting 
the delay of years for contracts to expire, and without violating 
the faith of the department, by annulling an existing contract. 
The section of the act of March 3, 1825, above quoted, appears 
to have been regarded by the late postmaster general, during 
whose administration it passed, not as conferring an original 
power, but asa restriction of the power which had ever been 
exercised, and the existence of which had never been culled in 
question. The undersigned has seen no good reason for a dif- 
ferent construction. He has viewed this subject in the same 
light as his predecessor appears to have done, and has acted on 
the same principle. 


The practice which had long prevailed in the department, of 
receiving proposals to transport the mail on several different 
routes for one gross sum, is condemned by the committee. 
This practice did not originate with the undersigned, but 
it has been continned by him, and, in many instances, has 
proved highly advantageous, both in point of service and eco- 
nomy. The committee do not allege that it is unlawful; but 
they reprobate the practice because, as they allege, such bids 
cannot be tested by a comparison with separate bids for the 
same routes; and because it is impracticable to contrast them 
with other consolidated bids, to determine which is most eco- 
nomical and advantageous to the public. Their allegation in 
both cases,is the reverse of what experience demonstrates to be 
the fact. There is no greater difficulty in determining whether 
a gross amount for several different routes, is less than the sum 
of the lowest separate responsible bids on each of the same 
routes, than there is in determining whether one separate bid is 
lower than another; nor has any difficulty arisen in determin- 
ing which bid is most economical, when different consolidated 
bids cover the same route. No case can be specified, in which 
a consolidated bid has operated to the prejudice of a separate 
bid for a single route, except when the acceptance of the con- 
solidated bid proved a saving of expense to the department. 

The committee deny the right of allowing a contractor addi- 
tional compensation for any amount of increase in the weight 
of mails. This has never been done by the undersigned, ex- 
cept in cases where such increase of weight imposed upon tie 





The course pursued by the committee of the house of repre- 
®entatives, in the investigation of the post office department, 


contractor services and expenses beyond what are stipulated in 
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his contract. Ifa contract is entered into, for carrying the mail 
over a certain route, on a horse, and the weight of that mail 
shall so increase as to render it impossible for a horse to carry 
it, he must either leave a part of the mail uncarried, or he must 
use two or more horses to transport it. But his contract does 
not require him to use more than one horse. He is then com- 
pelled to perform more service, and to incur greater expense, 
than his contract requires; and in such case it has been consi- 
dered, as well by his predecessors as by himself, both lawful 
and equitable to make an increased allowance, provided it shall 
not exceed the pro rata, Or, if the original contract is to carry 
the mail in stages, this kind of transportation, from the year 
1785, when the first provision was made in the United States 
for transporting the mail in stages, was intended to facilitate 
travelling; and it is still a stipulation in every contract for trans- 
porting the mail in four-horse stages, that the contractor shall 
provide suitable accommodation for conveying seven passen- 
gers in the stage which carries the mail. ‘To these passengers 
the contractor looks for a considerable proportion of his com- 
nsation. When he enters into contract, he can comply with 
is engagement, by carrying the whole mail and the stipulated 
number of passengers; but the mail soon increases to more than 
a ton weight, and he must either carry it only in part, or he 
must exclude all passengers. But to exclude the stipulated 
number of passengers would be a violation of his contract, and 
in a point which would deprive him of a stipulated benefit, on 
which he is warranted, by the terms of his contract, to depend, 
in part, for the remuneration of his expenses. ‘T’o perform the 
public service then, imposed upon him by increased weight of 
the mail, he is compelled to run an additional line of stages. 
But this is a service beyond what his contract requires; and un- 
less, for this additional service, he shall receive an additional 
allowance, (always keeping within the pro rata), he must sink 
under the burthen. Many cases have occurred, in whieh claims 
for such services might be urged; but they have seldom been 
allowed, and never except when the case was so strong as to 
place the justice and equity of the claim beyond al! possible 
doubt. 

During the years 1830, 1831 and 1832, the proposals which 
were received, in pursuance of advertisements for carrying the 
mails, were opened, recorded and filed, by one confidential 
clerk. To enable him to accomplish this service, in proper 
time, a private room was assigned to him, and he began the 
work several days before the time had expired for receiving 
proposals. This course is reported by the committee as ‘ex 

sing the subordinates in the department to temptations to vio- 

ate their duty, and sure to bring down censure and suspicion 
upon the department itself.??) **What reasons,’’ they say, ‘‘in 
duced this change in the practice of the department, is unknown 
to the committee.’’? It had before been the practice, not to 
open the seals of proposals, except such as had not the words 
“proposals”? written upon them, till after the time for receiving 
them had expired; and they add, ‘‘as far aa the committee can 
perceive, no adequate cause existed for the change.’? They 
did not inquire for the reasons of the undersigned, nor of the 
chief clerk, under whose superintendence the business was 
conducted. Had they done so, they would have been inform- 
ed, that about eight days elapse between the expiration of the 
time for receiving proposals and the time of announcing the de- 
cision upon them; the greater part of which time is occupied by 
clerks, in examining, recording and filing them; and, at any 
time during this interval, any clerk employed has the same op. 
portunity to violate his duty, by clandestinely introducing bids, 
or by the use of any other improper means, that he could have 
had before the time for receiving proposals had expired. Wheu 
none of the proposals are opened till after the time for receiv- 
ing them has expired, from eight to twelve clerks have been 
employed three or four days in opening and reeording them; 
either of whom might, if faithless to his trust, convey intelli- 
gence to an anxious expectant of his being underbid, and bear 
from him, to the files, for record, such other bids as the expect- 
ant might be disposed to make; and if the fraud should ever be 
discovered, it would be difficult, among that number, to deter 
mine which was the guilty person. When the proposals are 
begun to be opened and recorded before the time for receiving 
them has expired, the whole is done by one individual; and if 
fraud should be detected, he alone would be held responsible 
for it. There is no reason to suspect that avy one of those who 
have ever been engaged in this business has ever been faithless 
to bis trust. These are the reasons for the former practice in 
relation to Opening and recording proposals: but complaint hav- 
ing been made, and dissatisfaction expressed, in relation to this 
mode of transacting business, the method now in operation was 
adopted. It remains for experience to determine which shall 
be justly entitled to preference. 


The practice of considering and accepting proposals for a 
greater amount of service than what is called for by the adver- 
tisement, is complained of by the committee. None of the pre- 
decessors of the undersigned appear to have discovered the evil 
which this practice is said to involve; and it has not been dis- 
continued by the undersigned, because he has concurred with 
his predecessors in the belief, that real advantages have result- 
ed from it. In all such cases, where the improvements propos- 
ed are of very considerable magnitude, the bids are first consi- 
dered upon the proposition to perform the service according to 
the advertisement, and the decision is made upon that compa- 
rison; so that the proposals of others are not prejudiced by the 
improved bids. The lowest responsible bidder for performing 





; Ul 
the services according to the advertisement, is entitled to th, 
first consideration, and to him the route is assigned. If his bid 
contain a proposition for improvements, it is a subject for sy). 
sequent consideration, whether the improvements shall pe 
adopted; and, whether adopted or not, the decision cannot af. 
fect any other bidder, nor operate against individual competi. 
tion. {tis not contended that the practice is unlawful; and yo 
good reason has yet appeared why the department should not 
avail itself of any benefit which may be derived from their egy. 
sideration. 

In the fall of 1829, an application was made to the department 
to give an increased expedition to the mail between York, P, 
and Hagerstown, Md. a distance ofa little more than sixty miles. 
so as to run through in one day, instead of the contract time 
which was two days. Inquiry was then made of the contrac. 
Ors On that route, to learn what additional expense would he 
incurred by the improvement. They answered, that it wonjq 
require a considerable increase of stock, which would demang 
an increase of expense of at least $2,200 a year; and that unless 
that sum could be allowed for the improvement, it could not be 
made. It was therefore suspended. In the fall of the same 
year, 4a new arrangement was made with the contractors {or 
giving increased expedition and additional certainty to the trans. 
portation of the mail between Washington city and Baltimore 
which incurred an additional expense at the rate of $3,200 
year. These were the same contractors that were transpoiting 
the mails between York and Hagerstown. The service, ac. 
cording to the new arrangement between Washington and Bal. 
timore, was performed with great fidelity, and much benefit to 
the country, during that winter. In the spring of 1830, another 
arrangement was made, by which the contractors were relieved 
from a part of the burthen of expense imposed on them by the 
arrangement of the preceding fall, and their additional compen. 
sation was therefore reduced from $3,200 to $1,000 a year, 
making a difference of $2,200. This saving being effected from 
the expense which the arrangements of the preceding winter 
had incurred, it was then determined to give the increased ex. 
pedition before solicited between York and Hagerstown, api 
which had been withheld on account of the heavy expenses 
which were otherwise required for the exigencies of the winter, 
It appears that another company, who was associated with the 
contractors, claimed a participation in the additional allowance 
made between Washington and Baltimore; and the committee 
impute the reduction of the service and compensation on that 
route, and the improvement on the route between York and 
Hagerstown, to a disposition, on the part of the department, to 
interfere with the clashing claims of these individuals. “tIn- 
deed,’ say they, ‘‘they cannot but perceive that conflicting in- 
dividual claims to the extra allowance on one route had their 
influence in bringing about the arrangement of May, 1830; they 
cannot regard that arrangement as the result of public conside- 
rations alone, but as superinduced, at least in part, by a wish to 
give one individual claimant an advantage over another.” It 
is hardly necessary to make a remark upon the illiberality of 
this imputation, without the shadow of evidence to sustain it. 
The conflicting claims of the individuals, or their companies, 
never received a moment’s consideration from the department, 
The examination of their articles of agreement was declined; 
and no opinion was expressed, directly or indirectly, on the jus- 
tice or equity of the claims. The department had none but the 
contractors to deal with; and their agreements with individuals 
were never inquired into; nor had their conflicting claims or 
interests the slightest influence in this or any other official act 
of the department. 

On the route between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, Pa. the 
committee complain that the contract was made on an improv- 
ed bid fon running two lines a day over the whole route, instead 
of one, and with much greater celerity than was called for by 
the advertisement. In this, as in all similar cases, the decision 
was made upon the proposition for the services called for by te 
advertisement, and given to the lowest bidders, who were Jaines 
Reeside & Co. The decision did not affect the rights of any 
other bidders; and the only question involved was, whether tle 
improvement proposed should be made, If the demand for the 
improved service had been extravagant, it would not have been 
granted; but as the services proposed were of great utility, and 
the compensation reasonable, compared with the amount 0/ 
service, the improved bid was finally accepted as a substituie 
for the other. ‘The improved bid contemplated the running ol 
one daily mail, in a much shorter time than had ever been done 
before, and the other daily mail to supply the intermediate post 
offices, and to carry the heavy bags of newspapers and other 
printed periodicals, to run through more slowly, The calls 0 
the country for newspaper intelligence rendered it desirable 
that the periodicals should be conveyed in the more rapid line: 
This could not be done without a violation of that part of thelt 
contract which requires provision for the accommodation ©! 
seven passengers, because it would often exclude all passe! 
gers, and so deprive the contractors of that part of the remune- 
ration for their services which had been secured by the stipu!® 
tion of their contract. It was, therefore, imposing on them & 


service beyond what their contract required; and for this set 
vice, an allowance was made to them from April 1, 1832, \° 
November 30, 1833, at the rate of $10,000 a year. The commit 
tee complain of this, as an act unauthorised by law. The eqv! 
ty of the allowance, it is believed, will not be questioned; 4"" 
if that part of a contract which secures to the contractor the be- 
nefit derived from the carrying of passengers, is to be regarded 
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the lawfulness of the allowance will not be denied. This al- 
jowance was discontinued from 1st December, 1833; but, to 
show the earnestness with which the restoration of the service 
was solicited, the following letter is inserted: 

** Washington, January 1, 1834, 
To the hon. W. T. Barry, postmaster general of the U. S. 

When we entered into our present contract for carrying the 
mail between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, we engaged to run 
two daily lines, one to run through in sixty hours, the other in 
eighty-six hours. Our object was to carry the letter mails for 
the distributing offices and for places beyond Pittsburgh in our 
most speedy line, and to carry the way-mail and newspapers in 
the more tardy line; and such was our express understanding 
with the department. 5 ; 

“The mail had been formerly seventy-eight hours in going 
through by the most rapid conveyance; and all the mails had 
been light in comparison to what they have since become. You 
are aware, that the heavy newspaper mails trom New York and 
the east, were formerly carried to Detroit and all Michigan, and 
ihe northern parts of Ohio and Illinois, by way of Albany and 
Buffalo, New York; but the increased rapidity of our mail, and 
others connected with it, furnishing a quicker conveyance to 
those regions than by Buffalo, all those heavy mails have been 
brought upon our line. ‘This, though operating greatly to our 
own injury, we might have sustained; but the whole reading 
community—editors, politicians and merchants, as you may 
well recollect, finding their papers behind their letters, called 
joudly for as rapid a conveyance of their newspapers as their 
letters. You then directed us to carry all the newspapers for 
the principal offices, and for all places beyond Pittsburgh, in 
our most rapid line. The fulfilment of this, required us to in- 
zrease our stock to nearly double its former amount on that line, 
besides depriving us of the ability of carrying by it more than 
halfthe number of passengers we had formerly been accustom 
ed to; indeed there are two days in each week in which we are 
so heavily loaded with papers, that We cannot carry any pas- 
sengers whatever. This is a burden imposed on us beyond 
what was ever contemplated by our contract, submitting [sub- 
jecting] us toa loss by the increase of expense, and decrease of 
passengers, of at least $24,000 a year. In our determination to 
sustain your department at any sacrifice which we could bear, 
we intended to perform the service without complaint, till the 
department should be in a situation to relieve us. But we find 
the loss 0 heavy, that we are beginning to sink under it. We 
therefore respectfully and earnestly pray you to make us at 
least a partial remuneration, as we are willing to bear a part of 
the sacrifice; and if you will allow us but one-half, say $12,000 
a year, from this date, in addition to our original contract price, 
we shall be able still to perform the services required; otherwise 
we shall be compelled, by painful necessity, to discontinue the 
rapid conveyance of the papers, or sink under the attempt to 
fulfil your orders, and expectations of the public. 

“The whole of west Pennsylvania, north Ohio, Indiana, Mi- 
chigan and IMlinois, are interested in the rapid conveyance of 
this mail; and though it would be our interest to return to the 
more tardy movements, we are aware of the clamor which it 
would excite, and the injury of reputation which both we and 
the department would sustain, were such measures adopted, 

(Signed) JAMES REESIDE, 
SAMUEL R. SLAYMAKER.”’ 

“We earnestly recommend that the whole of the present fa- 
cilities of the mail from Philadelphia to the west, may be con- 
tinued, and that the contractors may receive such additional 
compensation as may be reasonable for the services required of 
them. (Signed) WM. WILKINS, 

GEORGE BURD, 
CHAS. A. BARNITZ, 
J. MILLER, 

R. BOON, 

J. B. SUTHERLAND, 
FE. WHITTLESEY, 
HARMAR DENNY.’ 


Though the financial condition of the department has hither- 
to prevented the restoration, yet it will be seen from the above, 





for many months together, when it is known that their claims 

are just—at least, in part—because of the want of some forma- 

lity in establishing them, or in ascertaining the exact sums to 

which they are entitled; and this circumstance alone is the 

cause why the books of accounts do not in all cases exhibit the 

true condition of every person’s account; a circumstance which 

the committee have so highly colored and so profusely censur- 

ed. But with all this care, it has happened, in the great mass 

of business done in the department, that, in some few cases, 

that formality has been neglected; and in two or three instan- 

ces, there have been placed to the credit of contractors larger 

sums than they were entitled to. But it is an invariable rule, 

in every such case, when the error is discovered, to recharge 

such over credits, and deduct their amounts from subsequent 

payments becoming due to the contractor. This has been uni- 

formly done; and with such promptness, that not one cent is 

known to have been lost by means of such errors; certainly not 

since the administration of the undersigned. 

David Dorrence was, from June 1, 1831, to December 31, 

1832, contractor for transporting the mail between New York 

and New Haven, at a compensation of $10,000 a year. The 

committee complatn of his having received an additional allow- 

ance of $700 a year for supplying Mill river post office and for 

running in the night. In this statement they have not confined 

themselves to matters of fact. They may not have known that 

their statement Was not true; but their secrecy was the cause 
of their ignorance of the fact; for if they had informed the un- 

dersigned of their apprehensions of an extravagant allowance 

on this route, they could have been put in possession of the 

particulars. There was a post office at Mill river which the 

contract did not require him to visit. [tincreased the distance, 

and required an increase of expedition to perform the trip with- 
in the same time. For this increased service, the contractor 
received an additional allowance of 400 dollars a year, and not 
700 dollars, as stated in the report. They also complain of the 
allowance having been made without a certificate of the post- 
master, certifying that the contractor supplied that office. The 
best of all evidence was in the department that the contractor 
did supply that office. The postmaster at Mill river rendered 

his account of postage on letters regularly received at hia office, 
and paid over his balance to the department; and this was 
stronger evidence than any certificate could furnish, that the 
mail regularly visited his office. The minority of the commit- 
tee (p. 119) also state, that after the proposal or contract with 
Lovejoy and Wittington to carry the mail from New York to 
New Haven was annulled, a verbal contract for the same ser- 
vice was made with David Dorrence, of Pennsylvania. No 
such verbal contract was made for the service as represented 
by the minority; but, on the contrary, a written contract, in the 
usual form, was made with said Dorrence, on the 27th of May, 
1831, and executed on the 3lst of the same month, which con- 
tractis now on the records of the department, and the book 
containing it is believed to have been in the possession of the 
committee when this case was investigated. Doubtless, how- 
ever, the contract itself escaped their observation; but an inqui- 
ry into the case would have brought it under their examination. 


In 1829, a contract was made with E. Porter and others, to 
transport the mail for the term of four years, from the 16th No- 
vember, 1829, between Mobile and New Orleans, in steam- 
boats, three times a week, for $25,000 a year. It was repre- 
sented by the contractors to be a losing concern. Many disas- 
ters had attended their enterprise, and they were desirous to be 
released from it. The committee do not pretend that the com- 
pensation Was extravagant, but they say the contract was made 
without advertising, which, they assert, is “unlawful and 
wrong.’’ Itis to be regretted that the committee, in this case, 
should have beer so bent on censure as to lavish their animad- 
versions upon a point that had no existence. ‘*This contraet,’? 
they say, (the contract made in 1829) **was made without ad- 
vertising.’? The allegation is not correct. This route was re- 
gularly advertised, and on the advertisement several proposals 
were received, among which was the proposal of the company 
with whom the contract was made; and the contract was made 
on the accepted proposal which had been received in conformi- 
ty with the advertisement. Ifthe committee did not know the 
fact of its having been advertised, it was because of the veil of 


that it has been strongly urged by eight honorable members of} secrecy which they had drawn around their proceedings. Had 


congress, whose constiluents Were interested in its restoration; 
and among them is the honorable Elisha Whittlesey, of Ohio, 
one of the minority of the committee who signed that report 
which sets down the whole of this expense as belonging to the 
“account of improvidence.”?> When an honorable representa- 
live can earnestly recommend a measure as highly beneficial to 
his constituents and to the public, and then report to the nation 
that same measure as an act of *‘improvidence,” it is not diffi- 
cult to estimate the amount of credit which is due to his since 


they informed the undersigned of their doubt on this subject, or 
made inquiry of him concerning it, he would have shewn them 
the printed advertisement for this route, filed in the book of re- 
corded proposals. When but half the term of this contract had 
expired, it was deemed expedient to give to New Orleans a 
daily mail. To effect this object, upon the most economical 
terms, an agreement was entered into with Mr. Porter, who had 
become the proprietor of more than half the stock employed in 
the performance of the route, to increase the number of trips 


rity; yet this is but a fair specimen of the general candor of that] from three to seven in a week, at an increased compensation 


report. But the attention of the undersigned is more immedi 


of $15,000 a year; raising the whole amount from $25,000 to 


ately directed to the report of the majority of the committee, | $40,000. A pro rata increase, which might have been lawfully 


from whom he had anticipated justice and candor. 
rhe committee complain of two or three cases, in which con- 


made, would have amounted to $33,333; making, for the entire 
service, $58,333 a year; but the object was secured for an in- 


tractors have received credit on the books for a greater amount| crease of only $15,000, which was much less than half the pro 


Of services than they have performed. The rule of the depart. 
meut is, when additional services are required, for the contrac- 


rata. The first contract was notannulled. The arrangement 
for the increased service was made by consent of a majority of 


tors to obtain the certificates of postmasters, as the evidence of| the interest involved in it; and anew contract was drawn and 


such performance, before payment is made or credit given them 


in their accounts. So carefully is this rule observed, thatin many 


executed by mutual consent, for the purpose of securing the in- 
dividual responsibility of the person, who, from his amount of 





Cases large amounts are withheld from the credit of contractors 


interest, could control the whole. 
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In the many cases referred to by the committee, not an in- 
stance is given in which an increased compensation has been 
allowed to a contractor, except for additional services; and in 
no instance, where the pro rata can be ascertained, has the al- 
lowance exceeded the pro rata. 

The construction given to the law by the committee is en- 
tirely novel, and contrary to the concurzent opinions of the un- 
dersigned and all his predecessors; and according to the general 
construction, and the usages founced upon it, there is not an 
instance pointed oui, in which the law has been violated. 

The mail contracts are kept and preserved in the manner 
that the last twenty years of experience in the department has 
approved as the best. They are arranged in alphabetical order 
and bound in books. This is necessary to give facility to refer 
ence, which has constantly to be made by the officers and 
clerks of ail the various branches of the general post office. ‘To 
give greater publicity to all orders making changes on the con- 
tracts, entries of such changes are made on the coutracts them 
selves. Where frequent changes have been required upon 
routes, numerous entries are necessarily made on the contract, 
especially where several routes are embraced in the same con 
tract. The making of these entries, instead of being the sub- 
ject of reprehension, is nothing more nor less than a fa:thtal 
performance of duty on the partof the clerk keeping the con- 
tract books. Other records of contracts, and the alterations or- 
dered upon them, are kept in the department, of which the 
committee were ignorant, as is evideut from their remarks— 
which would have been readily exhibited if they had been re 
quired. 

The minority of the committee comment upon the contracts 
of John Magee & Co. for the purpose of fortifying their asser 
tion, that the difference paid to these contractors between their 
bid to carry the mail as advertised, and to earry it according to 
the improved mode suggested ‘by them, ‘is no better than [so 
much mouey]) wasted by the department.’? That this assump- 
tion is utterly groundless, can be readily shewn by a brief re 
ference to the testimony. It is an uncontradicted fact in evi- 
dence before the committee, that the compensation given the 
coutractors under their contract, does not exceed the moderate 
average rates of pay for like service in the northern and middle 
states. Itis in evidence before them, from a source entitled to 
the highest respect, that the service in the improved form, as 
finally contracted for, was better worth to the department and 
the public, the sum it was put at, in the bid and contract, than 
Was the service as advertised at the amount asked for it. 

A tabular statement is embraced in the minority report, for 
the purpose of showing that the mail is carried a less distance 
annually under the improved bid, than under the advertised 
proposals. The deceptiveness of the comparison thus made, is 
exposed by the fact, that five routes, two of which are daily 
ones in four-horse post coaches, two in stages, twice and three 
times a week, and one on horseback, once a week, are omitted 
in the calculations under the head of the improved bid, although 
taken into the calculation under the advertised proposals. 
These routes, as well as the rest, were embraced in the im- 
proved bid, and duly placed in contract, all of them, to Magee 
& Co. or their assignees. But these are not the only errors of 
the statement. There is omitted in the calculations under the 
improved bid, the daily mail in four-horse post coaches, from 
Penn Yan to Geneva; and the daily mail from Geneva to Bath, 
is calculated as running only four times per week. Such inac- 
curacies must create distrust in the statement on which the 
minority base their argument. Whilst, on the other hand, the 
testimony shews that the department, in accepting the improv- 
ed bid, adopted the best and cheapest mail arrangement, and 
paid the contractors no more than a moderate compensation 
for their services. 

There are in operation in each year 2,300 contracts. The 
committee have questioned the proceedings of the department 
in only ninety, of those embraced within a period extending 
from 1829 to 1835; that is, less than nine out of every thousand. 
The transactions in relation to those contracts, from which the 
committee appear to have drawn their corollaries, are very 
small, when compared with the immeuse mass and variety of 
its other business and interests. 

The concluding remarks of the committee are general, and 
therefore do not admit of any regular specification of facts to 
disprove them. They purport te be given as corollaries from 
the report, and are alike applicable to every administration of 
the department. But the propositions contained in the report 
are shewu to be factitious; and therefore they establish no co- 
rollaries. They are without proof, and without foundation. 
The committee have not noticed a single act of the depart- 
ment as worthy of approbation. Is it because none can be 
found? Or is there an indisposition to acknowledge them? 
More than three fourths of the improvements made in the trans- 
portation of the mail since the undersigned came into the de- 
partment, have been done much below the pro rata expense; 
and the average expense for transportation is less than at any 
former period. The annual transportation of the mail has been 
nearly doubled; and the transportation in steamboats and stages 
is nearly three times as greatas it was in 1829. The num- 
ber of post offices has been increased from 8.000 to 10,693. 
The revenues arising from postages have increased more than 
fifty percent. The losses known to have been sustained by 
mail depredations and robberies within the last five years, do 
not exceed the amount of what had, in former time, been sus 
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to the receipts and payments of moneys, so as to guard again 
individual responsibility or temptation. Lines of stages } 
been established to the western boundary of Missouri; to 
Augustine in Florida; through Indiana, by the seat of 
ment in that state; through the whole territory of Michi 
state of Illinois, from Detroit to Chieago, and from Chicago to 
St. Louis, in Missouri. The mail is transported between 1\, 
place and New Orleans in half the time which was former) 
occupied. Lines of post coaches have been established from 
Nashville to Memphis, on the Mississippi river, in Tennessgy. 
from Tuscumbia, in Alabama, to Natchez, in Mississippi; fron, 
Tuscumbia to Tuscaloosa, the seat of government in Alaba 
and from ‘Tuscaloosa to Montgomery; completing a direc: 
from Nashville, in Tennessee, and all the other western states 
to the city of New Orleans. A semi-weekly line of two hoje 
stages has been improved to a tri-weekly line Of four-lyorp 
post coaches, from this city, through Lynchburgh, in Virginiy, 
Salisbury, North Carolina, Yorkville, South Carolina, and 
Washington, to Milledgeville, in Georgia. The routes froy, 
Augusta to Savannah, in Georgia; from Augusta to Charleston, 
in South Carolina; from Charleston to Columbia, the seat of 
government in that state; and from Milledgeville, in Georgia, jy 
Mobile, in Alabama, have all been improved from tri-weekly 
to daily lines of post coaches. A’ tri-weekly line of pox 
coaches has been established from Augusta, on the norther 
border of Georgia, through that state, to Tallahassee and tp 
Pensacola, in Florida, The mails from the seat of government, 
and from the Atlantic cities, have been so expedited as to re. 
turn to Cincinnati, in Ohio, to Louisville, in Kentucky, to 
Nashville, in Tennessee, and to St. Louis, in Missouri, in two 
days less time than was formerly occupied; and to Nashville 
they have improved from a tri-weekly toa daily line. Thess 
are but few among the many improvements which have beey 
made inimail transportation and in facilitating the transit of 
travellers. The impetus given by the department to the spirit 
of improvement in the celerity and convenience of travelling, 
is every where feltand acknowledged. The expense of these 
iuprovements is but litthe, compared with their utility; and the 
public have enjoyed the benefit. They have imposed no tax 
upon the couniry. Nota centhas been drawn from the trea- 
sury, hor was it ever anticipated or desired from that source. 
The improvements, taken in the aggregate, have cost much 
less than the ravio of expense for the service before performed, 
They incurred a debt, which, at its greatest amount, was less 
than one-sixth part of a year’s revenue of the department, and 
the increase which they are giving to the revenue, is rapidly 
liquidating that debt. 

While the committee were giving new constructions to the 
law, the undersigned was quietly acquiescing in what he conld 
not doubt to be a violation both of the constitution and law, 
on their part. The constitution does not recognise the power 
of either house of congress to act when they are not in session. 
When the session terminates, the legislative authority of the 
house terminates; and the power to aet by a committee, when 
the power of action with the constituent of that committee has 
ceased, can never be admitted. A commission might be estab- 
lished by law, or by a joint resolution of the twa houses, con- 
stitutionally passed; and to the authority of such a commission 
every patriot would cheerfully bow; but the power of one 
branch of the legislature to constitute such a commission, to 
act during the recess, in the exercise of powers undefined, and 
in their proceedings subject to no principle of law, is unknown 
to the constitution; and every aet of such commission, or cot- 
inittee, is regarded as a violation of the constitutional rights of 
the officer or individual who may be affected by such act. The 
power exercised by the committee, of trying an officer or in- 
dividual—finding a verdict, and inflicting upon him the heavy 
penalty of public censure, without confronting him with the 
Witnesses against him—without giving him an opportunity of 
being heard in defence—without apprising him of an accusa 
tion against him—is regarded as a violation of the conatitution 
and law, and destructive of the vital principles of our govern- 
ment. In all this, the undersigned has quietly acquiesced; and, 
as the only means of being heard, he now presumes to address 
himself to the representatives of the American people. To the 
judgment of an enlightened public he is willing to submit. Let 
the facts, as they exist, be known. Let every official act of his 
life, without color or comment, be spread before the peoples 
and in their decision he will cheerfully acquiesce. Conscious 
of the rectitude of intention which has always governed hit, 
he cannot consent to the sacrifice of his reputation, without a0 
effort to sustain it. Itis all he ever songht, and all that he 
has acquired. It is more dear to him than life or fortane—" 8 
the best legacy he can bequeath to his children; and while 0° 
inducement could persuade him to forfeit the claim, he co" 
fides in the justice and magnanimity of the house to sustain 
him in the effort to confirm to them this invaluable bequest 
I have the honor to be, with high regard, your obedient set 
vant, W. T. BARRY. 
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MR. WHITTLESEY’S REPLY 
TO MR. BARRY’S APPEAL. 
To the editor of the U. S. Telegraph. . 
Canfield (O.), March 21, 1889. 
Sir: Having received a copy of Mr. Barry’s letter to te 
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—— 
the post office department,”’ and perceiving it contains some 
strictures on my Own conduct which are calculated to mislead, 
e public mind, I must request the use of your columns to 
make a very brief reply to the matters which more immediate- 
jy concern myself, aud the report of the minority. 

Mr. Barry in the introductory part of the letter, “‘appeals to 
the house Of representatives to do him that justice which has 
peen denied by its committee.”? If by this he intended to ask, 
that a committee of investigation be appointed to re examine 
the subjects investigated by the select committee, appointed on 
the 30th of June, 1834, it might be improper to reply at large to 
pis “review,” until such committee should be appointed and 
make their report. If Mr. Barry has not had a fair hearing, he 
certainly Ought to have one, il he desires it. If, however, he 
knew the house could not take any measures as to his letter; 
pe having withheld it until the last evening, if not until the 
jast hour Of the session, he surely can claim no such torbear- 
ance. His letter then is an appeal to the public, founded on 








Mr. Barry notices three eases in the minority report. The 
contract of David Dorrence on the books of the department, did 
not escape the observation of the committee, as be supposes. 
This case was examined by a portion ef the commitiee, and the 
correspondence, so far as it was then received, was laid before 
the committee, and a subpona asked for to enable the commit- 
tee to proceed in the investigation. ‘The majority of the com- 
mittee dectined to grant the subpoena, for the reason (as | un- 
derstood at the time) that the examination of testimony should 
be brought toaclose. After this, other letters were received 
in auswer to inquiries previously made, relative to the proceed- 
ings of the department, in annulling the contract with Withing- 
ton & Lovejoy, and in forming a new one, ostensibly with David 
Dorrence. ‘The investigation of this case, whenever it shall be 
made, will show a clear and palpable instance of favoritism, 
wherein the department paid more than $14,000 per annum, 
when all the beneficial services, under the Contract that had 
been annulled, were performed for seven thousand dollars. 





pis own declarations, Wholly unsupported by proof. Had the 
letter been presented at an earlier day, 1 could have been dis- 


constitutional nght has not been extended to him, of being ap- 
prised of every complaint, and of being permitted to respond, 


or to assign reasons for what the committee Lave represented | 


as exceptionable.”? 

Without admitting his constitutional rights to have been in 
the least degree violated, [ would ask, has Mr. Barry forgotten 
how many honest, intelligent, and worthy officers he has 
thrust from Office, without any complaint against them, except 
that they were what they professed to be—freemen? 

And notwithstanding this, he complains that Ais constitution- 
al rights are violated, because his official conduct was investi- 
gated by the house of representatives, acting as the grand in- 
quest of the nation, by its committee, when the investigation 


was based, principally upon the books and papers in his de- | 


partment, and upon his official reports! 

Mr. Barry errs in supposing that charges were preferred 
against him, and that testimony was examined to sustain them, 
and atrial was had. The investigation was only preliminary. 
The tribunal was one of inquiry. A trial may or may not fol- 
low. Ifa trial shall be the consequence, the constitution se- 
cures to him the privilege to confront the witnesses. He com 
plains that the proceedings of the committee were concealed 
from him, and were keptasecret. He must be conscious that 
the committee proceeded, as all other committees of investiga- 
tion have done. There was no secrecy or concealment. ‘The 
people have a right to complain, when a committee of the house 
of representatives, appointed to investigate the proceedings of 
an important department of the government, has called on the 
head of that department for information, that it has been with- 
held. Several resolutions which were adopted by the commit- 
tee, and transmitted to the postmaster general as early as Sep- 
tember and October, remain unanswered. He complains of se- 
crecy and concealment, when he neglected to answer the call 
of the committee as to the books of the department; he with- 


held information from the representatives of the people; and | 


now calls on the people to justify Aim. The exception taken, 
that the house of representatives has not the power to appoint 
a committee to sit in the recess of congress, is au after thought, 
and one perhaps which would not have been urged by hirn, if 


the committee could have felt itself justified in exonerating the 


department from all censure. 


Mr. Barry, during the investigation, did not doubt the autho- | 


rity of the committee to sitin the recess of congress. 


the postmaster general to furnish the original letters and papers, 
concerning the removal of H. Safford from the post office, at 
Putnam, Ohio, and the appointment of J. Herron. 


In answer to that call, on the 20th of November, Mr. Barry | 


said: 
the senate, whose authority to inquire into the motives, and 
reasons which might have influenced a department of the ex- 
ecutive branch of the government in the exercise of the power 
vested in it by law, I could not recognize. My answer to that 
committee, { have the honor to enclose. 
ence in the authority of the two houses, from whose commit- 
lees the calls have emanated. The house of representatives 
constitutes the grand inquest for impeachment, and when act- 
ing with a view to that object, may rightfully examine the in- 
ducements which were presented to the postmaster general for 


making a removal, or appointment, and his motives in perform. | 


ing such act; and although I have not been apprised of any 
such object in calling for these papers, yet presuming in this 
case the call was made for a legitimate purpose, within the 
scope of the powers of the committee, I have thought proper, 
on the present occasion, to furnish it, with the whole of the 
correspondence required by their resolution, without excepting 
any portion of it whatever.”’ 

In this quotation there is an express recognition of the pow- 
ers of the committee legitimately exercised in the recess of 
congress. If he supposed the house of representatives had not 
the right to constitute a special committee to sit duriag the re- 
cess, why did he provide a room for it within the general pest 
— and why, did he answer any of the calls of such commit- 

e? 

If the committee, regardless of truth and of their duty to the 
people, had said “‘all is well,?? Mr. Barry would never have 
its powers, 


On the | 
4th of November, the committee passed a resulution directing | 


“A similar call was recently made by the committee of | 


But there is a differ- | 


The minority of the committee commented, in David Dor- 
rence’s case, on What was incidentally disclosed in the exami- 


the facts under a distinet head. Mr. Brown, in giving his tes- 
timony in Reeside & Co’s case, attempted to implicate the pro- 
ceedings of the department under Mr. McLean’s administration, 
in order to vindicate Mr. Barry in annuulling a contract for car- 
rying the mail from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, and in paying to 
Messrs. Reeside & Slaymaker an increased compensation for 
transportation On this route, without any contract, verbal or 
written, so far as the committee could learn, from the books of 
the department and the examination of testimony. 


The minority stated, that a verbal contract was made with 
David Dorrence after the other bad been annulled. Mr. Barry 
| says no such verbal contract Was made; and having thus as- 
| serted, in the same sentence, he substantially admits that a ver- 
bal contract was made on the 27th of May, 1831, which was not 
| executed by the parties until the 3lst of the same month. The 
principal object of the committee in alluding to that case, was 
| not ouly to show that Mr. McLean had not been guilty of the 


He complains “that the | nation of Mr. Reeside & Co’s combined bid, without examining 
| 





negligence imputed to him, but that Mr. Barry had suffered the 
contract of Withington & Lovejoy to continue after he came 
into office, nearly two years aud two months, without its being 
reduced to writing and executed. ‘This Mr. Barry does not at- 
tempt to deny. He passes over the main point, and seizes hold 
of a transient and unimportant remark as to the verbal contract 
of David Dorrence, which the minority did not allege had re- 
mained any particular period in parol. The grossness of the 
imposition attempted to be practised by Mr. Barry, in his com- 
ments on that part of the minority report which relates to the 
| contract of John Magee & Co. is without a parallel in the his- 
| tory of the most corrupt governments, 


John Magee & Co. putin proposals for conveying the mail on 
thirty-eight routes, at $13,608. All of these routes were award- 
/ed to them atthatsum. They put in also an improved bid, as 
| it is called, in which they proposed to carry the mail on the said 
thirty-eight routes, in a manner different in some instances from 
| what was mentioned in the advertisement. They offered to 
carry the mail according to this improved bid, for $26,082. Be- 
| fore the contract was executed for the lesser sum, the improved 
bid was accepted. Five of the routes were assigned, or let to 
| other persons, for which the department pays $2,321 perannum. 
John Magee & Co. carry the mail on the remaining thirty- 
three routes, and receive an annual compensation of $23,761. 
|The tabular statement referred to by Mr. Barry, shows that the 
, mail on these thirty-three routes, for which $23,761 are paid, is 
| transported a less number ot miles, according to the subsisting 
/ contract, than the contractors proposed to carry it for on all the 
| thirty-eight routes, and for which service they were to receive 
| but $13,608. It shows the following result also: 
| They offered to carry the mail on horse- back, 
according to the advertisement 
They contracted to carry it on borse-back, ac- 


| 
| 


73,684 miles, 








| cording to improved bid 58,396 
|/They offered to carry it in four- horse post- 
coaches, according to the advertisement 338,976 
They contracted to carry it in four-horse post- 
coaches, under the improved bid 289,680 
They carry the mail by the contract on horse- 
back, a less number of miles than proposed 
under the advertisement, by miles 15,288 
| Less by the contract in four-horse post coaches 
than was proposed in the advertisement, by 
miles 49 ,296 
64,584 
They proposed to carry the mail in stages, ac- 
cording to the advertisement, miles 16,016 
They contracted to carry it in stages, under the 
improved bid, miles 21,966 
They contracted to carry it in stages more miles 
than proposed under the advertisement 5,950 
58,634 
It is conclusively shown, therefore, that this company carries 
the mail under the contract 58,634 miles less per annum, on 
thirty-three routes, for which they are paid $23,761, than they 
offered to carry it on thirty-eight routes for $13,608. Ifthe mi 
nority of the committee had included the five routes, and had 
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ascertained how many miles the mail was carried on them, the 

case would have been much more glaring against the depart- 

ment; for the contractors had offered to carry it on the thirty- 

eight routes, which included the five routes, for $13,608, and 

they now receive, for carrying it on thirty-three of the same 

$23,761 (58,634 miles less per annum than they proposed), 
, l. 

The minority stated this case so plain, that any person, capa- 
ble of transacting business one day in a week, could not have 
mistaken the facts; and yet Mr. Barry speaks of the “‘decep- 
tiveness of the comparison,’’ because ‘five routes were left out 
of the calculation;’? when their insertion would have presented 
the case more strongly against the department. It was a sub- 
ject of deliberation whether these five routes should be embrac- 
ed in the calculation or not. It was finally decided to exclude 
them, and thereby disarm all persons who might otherwise at- 
tempt to deceive the people by saying the minority had based 
their calculation on routes not included in the contract. 

The company, in their improved bid, offered to carry the mail 
on the thirty-eight routes for $26,082; and on some of them more 
frequently than the department stipulated by the contract the 
mail should be carned. The full amount, however, is paid. 
The calculation was based on the requirements of the contract; 
because, when that was signed, sealed and delivered, it con 
trolled the parties as to the services to be performed, and the 
amount of money to be paid therefor. ‘This was substantially 
stated in the report; and yet Mr. Barry complains because the 
calculation was not made on the improved bid; and says, ‘such 
inaccuracies must create distrust in the statement on which the 
minority have based their argument.’? That is, Mr. Barry, by 
the contract, lias released the contractors from services they of- 
fered to perform; and because the minority of the committee 
have not founded their calculation on the services thus releas- 
ed, the statement is to be distrusted! 

These are only a few of the instances where the facts set 
forth and commented on in the minority report are perverted 
and misrepresented by Mr. Barry, in the letter referred to. 

In noticing the introduction of my name by Mr. Barry in his 
appeal to the people, it will be necessary to refer to the report 
of the majority; ae the paper that I signed is connected by him 
in his comments on that part of their report which refers to the 
contract for carrying the mail from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh. 

Before the proposals for contracts to commence on the Ist of 
January, 1832, were advertised, there were two daily mails from 
Philadelphia to Pittsburgh. Notwithstanding this, Mr. Barry, 
in the summer of 1831, advertised for only one daily mail on 
that route. Mr. Reeside & Co. proposed to carry the mail daily 
for $7,000, according to the advertisement, or twice a day, and 
to extend route No. 1,170 to Wheeling, for $27,000 per annum. 
The latter compensation was given, and the majority of the 
committee comment on these facts as follows: ‘*‘When the ad- 
vertisement for these routes was prepared, two daily lines were 
running between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, one in less than 
sixty hours, and the other at a slower rate. 

“There is not the slightest reason for believing, and indeed it 
is not pretended, that there was any intention to reduce this 
service, under the new contract; yet the advertisement was for 
a single daily mail to be carried through in four days. To ad- 
vertise in this way was to trifle with the subject. It did not in- 
dicate the intended service; and was a direct violation of the 
act of congress, which requires that the time of the departure 
and arrival of the mails, shall both be stated in the advertise- 
ment.”? 


Mr. Barry, in his review of this part of the report, says: ‘*On 
the route between Philadelphia and Pittsburgh, Pa. the com- 
mittee complain, that the contract was made on an improved 
bid, for running two lines a day over the whole route instead of 
one, and with much greater celerity than was called for by the 
advertisement.”’ 

These quotations are made, to enable those who may not 
have the benefit of the two documents (but who may have Mr. 
Barry’s review) to appreciate the statements it contains. 


The committee condemn the deception practised by the post- 
master general in advertising a daily line at a slow rate, when 
two lines were then running, and one of them at an increased 
speed; and when he did not intend to reduce the service or the 
speed of either line; yet, with their report before him, too clear- 
ly expressed to admit of a mistake, Mr. Barry in his review, re- 
presents the committee, as complaining ‘‘that two daily lines 
were run over the same route instead of one, and with much 
greater celerity than was called for by the advertisement.” 

Here is another sample of the accuracy of his statement, and 
of the candor with which he has addressed the American peo- 

le. 
3 Mr. Barry converted a contract of $7,000 per annum into one 
of $27,000, as mentioned: and then gave a further compensa- 
tion of 10,000 a year, from April lst, 1832, to November 30th, 
1833, on account of an alleged increase of the weight of the 
mail. This allowance was made, on the representation of the 
contractors, without any proof whatever. 


As postmaster general, he was required by law to report to 
congress all the contracts he had made during the previous 
year. On the 18th of April, 1832, he reported to the house of 
representatives that he had coutracted with James Reeside, 8. 
R. Slaymaker and J. Tomlinson, to carry the mail from Phila- 
delphia to Pittsburgh, 302 miles, in four-horse post coaches 
daily, atthe annual compensation of $7,000, and that he had 








——= 
contracted witi the same persons to carry the mail in like m, 
ner from Pittsburgh to Washington, Pa. at $1,250 per annum, 
When I signed the recommendation which Mr. Barry ;, 
published, and which [ shall subjoin, L had no suspicion tha; 
had “‘secreted and concealed”? the facts, or that he had fajse 
reported them to congress. It was rumored, during the egy 
part of the session of congress in 1833, that the mail 1ACilities 1, 
the west were to be curtailed. Relying on Mr. Barry’s r 


e 
and feeling then, as I have felt at all times, a deep interest {2 
my constituents and the country at large, on or about the let 


January, 1834, I signed, with seven members of congress the 
following recommendation: i 

‘*We earnestly recommend, that the whole of the presen; fy, 
cilities of the mail from Philadelphia to the west may be con), 
nued, and that the contractors may receive such COM PeNsatiog 
as may be reasonable for the services required.?? 

On the 3d of March, 1834, Mr. Barry, in obedience to a ¢qy 
made on him, reported to the senate, that for carrying the maj 
on the routes mentioned he paid annually $27,000; and that jy 
had, in addition to this sum, made an extra allowance 
$10,000 yearly, from the Ist of April, 1832, to the 30th of Ny, 
vember, 1833. 

When [ signed the recommendation mentioned, I repeat, 
had no suspicion; nor had [ the means of knowing that My, 
Barry was paying $28,750 more yearly than he reported to cop. 
gress on the 18th of April, 1832, as the current disbursemeny 
on these routes. In presenting their views of this case, thy 
minority of the committee of the house of representatives, afi 
stating all the facts relating to the service performed and {\y 
compensation given, and after making the most liberal dedye. 
tions, arrive at the conclusion that Mr. Barry, in the course of 
four vears (the period of the contract), will have paid $62.74) 
41, more than he rightfully ought to pay; and this sum they ge 
down under the head of “‘improvidence.’?? Mr. Barry discon. 
nued the allowance of the $10,000, on the 30th of November, 
1833. 

These are the facts of the case, and I will now advert to Mr, 
Barry’s comments upon them. He says, **Though the financial 
condition of the department has hitherto prevented the restora. 
tion [of the $10,000), yet it will be seen from the above, that it 
has been strongly urged by eight honorable members of cop. 
gress, whose constituents were interested in its restoration, and 
among them is the honorable Elisha Whittlesey, of Ohio, ove 
of the mincrity of the committee who signed that report, which 
sets down the whole of this expense as belonging to the “ac. 
count of improvidence.”? 

‘When an honorable representative can earnestly recom- 
mend a measure as highly beneficial! to his constituents and to 
the public, and then report to the nation that same measure 
as an act of ‘improvidence,’ it is not difficult to estimate the 
amount of credit which is due to his sincerity; yet this is buta 
fair specimen of the general candor of that report.”? 

Mr. Barry alleges that those who signed the recommendation 
strongly urged the restoration of the extra allowance. There is 
not an intimation in the recommendation that any allowance, 
or any compensation was to be restored. I did not know tha 
any extra allowance had been made, nor that any curtailment 
had taken place; and of course I could not have recommended 
the restoration of that which I never suspected had been allow- 
ed. The recommendation speaks for itself. It appears the 
signers of it had been informed, that the mail facilities from 
Philadelphia westward were to be diminished or entirely cut 
off. Against this they remonstrated. The postmaster general 
had reported to congress that he paid $7,000 for a daily mail 
from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh. If there was more service 
performed than was exacted by the contract, and which was 
within the province of the postmaster general to direct, we re- 
commended that it be continued, and that a reasonable com- 
pensation for such extra service be paid to the contractors. 
The law of 1825 had authorised the postmaster general io re- 
quire extra service, and had restricted him to pay therefor no 
more than a pro rata allowance based upon the original cov- 
tract. 

That which is within the pro rata, is presumptively reasona- 
ble; and that which is beyond it, is unreasonable. The mine 
rity of the committee, in presenting the result of their reflec 
tions in this case (page 127-8), doubled the compensation (or 
carrying the mails from Philadelphia to Pittsburgh, and on thal 
principle found the “‘improvident”’ balance mentioned. 


Mr. Barry’s eulogists claim for him the character of ‘a high 
minded and honorable man.”? They do not pretend to deny 
that there have been great abuses in the department; but they 
say, he did not participate in them—for the reason, I suppo=*; 
‘that the king can do no wrong, because he does no business.” 

If there is any apology to be offered for the many misstale 
ments contained in Mr. Barry’s letter, it is on that princip! 
alone. If he be what his friends represent him to be, he could 
not have known the contents of his letter. No high minded 
honorable man would make false reports to congress, year alle! 
year, nor would he attempt to deceive the people. is 

With but the knowledge of the postmaster general’s existi"é 
reports, when I signed the recommendation, I would sign it 
again; and with the knowledge of the facts again drawn from 
him, in his report of March 3d, 1834, [1 would again concur !" 
the report of the minority of the committee; and trust I should 
stand before the public, fully justified for my “sincerity and 
candor.”? Very respectfully yours, . 

E. WHITTLESE’: 
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